Resolution 08/09-4 in Opposition to Proposition 8

Whereas, there is an initiative on the November 2008 Ballot, Proposition 8, which denies marriage to gay and lesbian couples; and

Whereas, Proposition 8 would overturn the decision made by the California Supreme Court on May 15, 2008 that same-sex couples have the same fundamental right to marry as opposite-sex couples, and

Whereas, Proposition 8 would write discrimination into California’s Constitution by not guaranteeing same-sex couples equality before the law. American society is founded upon the principle of equal protection under the law so California’s Constitution should reflect this by denying Proposition 8, and

Whereas, Marriage is a fundamental freedom and one class of people should not be singled out and denied the right to marriage; and

Whereas, Regardless of how anyone feels personally about marriage for same-sex couples, it is discriminatory to treat people differently under state laws; and

Whereas Proposition 8 is opposed by the following organizations,

ACLU of Northern California* ACLU of San Diego and Imperial Counties* ACLU of Southern California* Advocates for Peace and Justice AFSCME California PEOPLE* All Saints Episcopal Church Altadena Community Church United Church of Christ American Institute of Bisexuality* American Medical Student Association Anti-Defamation League* Asian and Pacific Islander Equality* Asian and Pacific Islander Equality-LA* Asian and Pacific Islander Equality-SF* Asian Pacific American Legal Center of Southern California* Barbara Jordan / Bayard Rustin Coalition* Bay Area Lawyers for Individual Freedom Bienestar* Billy DeFrank Lesbian & Gay Community Center (San Jose)* Black AIDS Institute* Bloom in the Desert Ministries UCC/Methodist Board of Trustees, Pacific Southwest District, Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations CAA Chinese for Affirmative Action* California Church IMPACT California Democratic Party California Faith for Equality* California Labor Federation California NAACP* California National Organization for Women (NOW)* California Teachers Association* COLAGE* Conejo Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Congregation Kol Ami* Courage Campaign* ElderHelp of San Diego/Aging As Ourselves Equality California* Family Equality Council* Feminist Majority Foundation Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)* Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund* Gay And Lesbian Alliance of the Central Coast (GALA)* Gay-Straight Alliance Network* Ground Spark/ The Respect For All Project Human Rights Campaign* Integrity USA Irvine United Congregational Church, UCC Jordan/Rustin Coalition* L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center* Lake County Democratic Club Lambda Legal* Latino Coalition for Justice-LA* Liberty Hill Foundation* Log Cabin Republicans-California* Love, Honor, Cherish* Marriage Equality USA* Metropolitan Community Church Los Angeles Mission Hills United Church of Christ National Center for Lesbian Rights* National Council of Jewish Women California* National Council of Jewish Women Los Angeles* National Council of Jewish Women* National Gay and Lesbian Task Force* Our Family Coalition* Pacific Center* Pacific Pride Center (Santa Barbara)* Pacific School of Religion PFLAG* Planned Parenthood Action Fund* Pride At Work* Progressive Jewish Alliance Republicans Against 8 San Diego LGBT Community Center* San Diego LGBT Pride San Francisco Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Community Center San Marino Congressional UCC Santa Cruz County No on 8* SEIU California State Council* South Bay LGBT Center Southern California Lambda Medical Association Stonewall Democrats of Ventura County* Stonewall Democrats’ California* Temple Isaiah The Center Advocacy Project (San Diego)* The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion The Lake County Stonewall Democratic Club The Libertarian Party of California* The Metropolitan Community Church of San Diego The One Love Campaign The Progressive Project* The Southern California Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ The Wall Las Memorias* Trans Equality LA* Union for Reform Judaism - Pacific Southwest Council Unitarian Universalist Church in Anaheim Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry Action Network* Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry, CA University of Southern California Medical Gay and Lesbian Organization (USC MedGLO) Ventura County Rainbow Alliance Zuna Institute*; and
Whereas, Proposition 8’s discriminatory purpose and spirit is in sharp contradiction to the core principles of the Peralta Community College District’s philosophy of  equal opportunity, fairness, and social justice; 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Peralta Community College Board of Trustees strongly opposes Proposition 8 and urges voters to educate themselves and then to join them in voting NO on Proposition 8 in the November 4, 2008 general election. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board directs the Secretary of the Board to communicate this resolution of opposition to the No on 8 campaign and other relevant bodies.

Signed ______________________________              Date _______________________

