Good evening. As you know I am Joseph Bielanski, DAS president for this academic year.
I would like to begin by focusing on several of the agenda items for tonight.

Agenda item #27 addresses the curriculum actions for the month of September.  As you can see there are only a few items this month, but I anticipate a number of actions in October.  The one comment I want to make about the curriculum items in tonight’s packet is to note that the two courses from COA – one for Warehouse Operations and one for Forklift Operations are part of a larger project at COA in developing a Trade and Logistics program.  The BCC and Laney actions are straightforward.
Agenda items 10 through 24 speak to revising select board policies and adoption of a few new board policies.  Many of these actions are in keeping with standards in the Accrediting Commission for Junior and Community Colleges 2002 standards- including the mission of the district, board duties, board code of ethics and behavior, policies related to the chancellor and the college presidents, student code of conduct, academic integrity/academic honesty for students, policy procedure, and institutional planning.

Board Policy 5.20, Requirements for Degrees and Certificates, and Board Policy 5.22, Standards of Scholarship, are being changed in light of the changes that have been made in Title 5.  This will align our policies with those state-level changes. 

There also a variety of agenda items 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, and 55 which are aimed at programs and services for our students and it is energizing to see so many such actions on the agenda this evening.  It is evident to me that faculty actively will be involved with these projects.
That which is receiving the most attention this semester, as you already may have concluded, is the comprehensive self-study reports for reaffirmation of accreditation.  To say the least, this is a massive project and in many ways is the central focus of how many of us schedule our work week.  This also involves ongoing attention to SLOs and Assessment as well as completion of our educational master planning process.  I am told the college educational master plans have been handed off to WLC to inform facilities master planning.
Also, it is evident that faculty are fully engaged in working with the PASSPORT system.  I publicly want to thank faculty for their effort and diligence, and I especially want to thank Anita Black for her leadership as a faculty member.

I also want to publicly congratulate Jon Drinnon from Merritt College and Evelyn Lord from Laney College.  They were recently appointed to the State Academic Senate’s Curriculum Committee.

Thank you.
