(1) Curriculum:  I would like to begin by addressing agenda item #9 regarding curriculum actions recently approved at CIPD.
Berkeley City College—A major portion of the BCC actions involve the Multimedia Arts Program.  In large part the goal was to change the titles of a number of courses to better reflect the software used in the courses and in so doing to better market the courses to students.

There are three courses in Oral History.  This is being done in conjunction with the Berkeley Historical Society.  The Society has a project of gathering oral histories related to the voluntary desegregation of Berkeley Public Schools.

There also is a Workplace Skills course.  It was offered this past summer in an experimental mode for Berkeley Youth Works.

I also would like to note the four Learning Resource Courses that begin with LRNRE 220, Introduction to Team Management.  These four courses are part of a process at BCC to build Digital Bridge components into a Basic Skills Learning Community.  Digital Bridge was started at Cabrillo College by Diego Navarro.  The program has a track record of success and has received numerous awards.

Once again – there are a variety of distance education options for approval.
And there is an AA program in Liberal Arts with an emphasis in Arts and Humanities.  This is another option to bring Liberal Arts degrees into compliance with Title 5.

College of Alameda – There are eight (8) new courses for distance education.

COA is adopting Chemistry 50 from Laney. 

You also see a number of Aviation Maintenance courses being deactivated.  This is a follow-up to the reconfiguration of the program which has occurred over the last couple of years at COA.

Laney – The mathematics department intends to offer Elementary Algebra in a distance education mode.  This could become a popular way to take this course, particularly as we move to Intermediate Algebra as the associate degree requirement in fall 2009.

Merritt  -- Merritt also has a number of distance education courses for approval.  

They have a work experience course in Medical Assisting; two music courses; a crosslisted course in Biology and Environmental Studies; and a new Landscape Horticulture course.
Merritt also has a number of courses they are going to first offer in a selected topics mode before giving the courses a permanent number.

There are courses in Digital Art; a Basic Pathophysiology course for pre-nursing students; various Natural History courses; a course in Micro-Robotics in DNA sequencing for the Genomics program, as well as courses in Scientific Presentation and Grant Writing for Scientific Proposals; and there are three courses which eventually will become a part of a certificate program in online instruction.

(2) Staff Development Day:  Next Wednesday, October 22 is a Staff Development Day.

And I thought I would highlight a few of the workshop scheduled for next Wednesday.

Of note – there will be various workshops on Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment.
There are several workshops for district-wide discipline meetings, which is part of our district-wide educational master planning process.

Dr. Chong has arranged a workshop, An Insider’s Guide To Accreditation, to be lead by Dr. Philip Hartley, president of West Valley College.  Dr. Harley will talk about how to be successful in achieving full re-accreditation.
There is will a Workshop on Open Educational Resources Textbooks.

There will be a Workshop on the 16 week semester, which is getting a lot of attention lately.

And there are a variety of workshops related to distance education.

(3) And finally tonight I would like to thank the many classified staff who have and are working so hard on the implementation of the PASSPORT system.  I would like to mention a few specific individuals, but note that there are many others who are doing a fantastic job.

I thank Sheryl Queen, Jo Ann Phillips, and Joyce Willis Brown, here at the district office.

I thank June Harding from Merritt College.

I thank the four college schedulers (Min Wu, Jane Fong, Johnny Dong, and Eleanor Liu) for getting class schedules into the new system.

I thank all the Admissions and Records folks, with a specific thanks to Charlotte Smith, who has definitely gone above and beyond the call of duty.

Thank you.

