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                                                                                                                                                Item # 8
Policy 5.15  Code of Faculty Professional Standards
The Peralta Colleges shall adhere to the current:

1.
the 1940 statement of the AAUP on academic freedom and tenure, using as their guidelines the AAUP statement of October 31, 1971 on Freedom and Respon​sibility;

2.
the Ethical Standards of the American Personnel and Guidance Association;

3.
the Code of Ethics for Librarians of the American Library Association.

The texts of the above are included in the Procedures section of this Manual.

It is the policy of the Peralta Community College District that intellectual freedom is a fundamental right enjoyed by all members of the Peralta Community College community.

The freedom to think, to read, to speak, and to question is necessary to the development of an intelligent community. These freedoms constitute an important pan of the instructional philosophy of the Peralta Community College District and are guaranteed to the faculty, staff and students.

Each College, in preparing students for full participation as members of the community, must encourage free discussion and inquiry in the pursuit of truth. Recognizing that only in the free exchange of ideas can maximum potential of any educational institution be reached, the faculty and students are urged to study any and all issues and problems.

Furthermore, the Peralta Community College District regards the principle of intellectual freedom as having important particular relevance in relation to the various libraries and bookstores on its campuses. In an effort to foster learning by encouraging the use of its library resources, all library records relating to an individual patron's use of library facilities and resources shall be considered confidential.

The Peralta Community College District believes that the freedom to read is as essential to the democratic way of life as are freedom of speech and freedom of press, and will resist by moral persuasion and if necessary by process of law all attempts to suppress or restrict this fundamental right.

All requests for an individual patron's library record by law enforcement agencies require a court order and such proof must be provided to the Sheriff's Office and the Office of the General Counsel
All faculty members will be given the freedom to exercise the responsibilities inherent in their assignments.  Faculty members have the right to freedom of inquiry and instruction including freedom in the presentation and discussion of their subject.  They have the freedom and right to express differing opinions and to foster and defend intellectual honesty.

Each faculty member is a citizen, a member of the learned profession and an officer of an educational institution.  When faculty members speak or write as citizens, they should be free from institutional censorship or obligations.

Faculty members shall maintain the exclusive right and responsibility to determine the grades they assign on the basis of their professional judgment.  The grades given to each student for any course of instruction taught shall be determined by the instructor of the course, and the determination of the student's grade by the instructor--in the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence--shall be final.

Source of Law:

California Education Code Section 70902

Government Code Title 1, Division 7, Chapter 3.5, Sections 6254(D-6267.)
Title 5, Section 51023  
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