November 18, 2008
DAS Report

I will begin by addressing the November curriculum actions from the district Council on Instruction, Planning, and Development – item 26 in tonight’s board agenda.

Berkeley City College
The curriculum actions in English and ESL are needed to meet the new course repeatability guidelines.  There is also an additional distance education course.

College of Alameda
· There is a course on the 20th Century American Protest movement
· A fee-based course in Heavy-Duty Truck Emission Reduction Program in response to new laws targeted at reducing emissions.  As you noticed, this course was recommended by the Joint Apprenticeship Standards Committee and the CA Air Resources Board.
· A fee based course in the ABCs of personal finance and one for retirement planning.
· There are four biology courses, two of which are aimed at expanding biotechnology offerings in the district, and there is a chemistry course
· And there are four additional courses proposed to be offered through distance education.

Laney
· There are 8 new courses in Culinary Arts/Baking.  There is a new instructor who is revamping and revitalizing the baking and pastry curriculum.  I would note there is great display of pastry being featured at the Laney library and I am told that if you attend a Laney curriculum committee meeting when these courses are on the agenda, you will be provided samples of pastry produced in each course.  With the new course additions, there are 4 course deactivations.  As a result the Baking and Pastry Certificate has been updated.
· There is a course in Sustainable Architectural Design aimed at assisting students in producing a Green Building Standards Reference Guide.
· Four new courses in the Electrical and Electronic Technology Program: including, Basic Electricity, Technical Mathematics, two on the National Electrical Code, and there are two courses being updated.
· Courses in ESL, Political Science and PE; and 11 additional courses for distance education.

Merritt
· They are reinstating a course in Business and in Political Science
· There are two additional courses in BioScience for the Microscopy Program
· They are deactivating 7 courses.






Beyond the curriculum actions for this evening, I would note that five faculty members recently attended the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges Fall Plenary Session in Los Angeles.  The plenary focused on the 20th anniversary of the passage of AB 1725.  Two faculty members actually did a presentation in one of the break out sessions.  Their presentation focused on what students need to meet the new graduation requirement in English.

As you might guess, one of the featured speakers was our own Norbert Bischof, who gave a presentation on the various activities and actions that were taken that led to the passage of AB 1725.  It was most interesting to hear about how many initiatives started right here in the Peralta district.

There was also a most engaging presentation on the Umoja movement in California Community Colleges.  Umoja, as you may know, means unity in Swahili.  Several community colleges presented on how they incorporate the Umoja learning community into the life of their college with specific attention to the heritage of African American students in order to increase retention, persistence, and success.  Many have used Umoja as a successful way to address all underrepresented students.  The most impressive part of the presentation was to hear the stories of students who are being successful because of Umoja.

There were a variety of resolutions passed on the last day of the session which focused on such issues as
· Opposition to using SLOs in individual faculty evaluations
· The need to address the new committee, the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity, which was called for in the High Education Act of 2008
· Creating a strategy for community colleges to share their responses to accrediting commission recommendations as a way of problem solving responses to such recommendations
· Creating a statewide resource library for course, program, and institutional student learning outcomes
· A very strong resolution on looking at course add/drop deadlines with the ultimate goal of having the state academic senate recommend a position about add and drop deadlines – as most know this is an issue of faculty here in Peralta who believe that the add deadline for full-term courses is much too long
· There also were resolutions addressing the two new “hot button” issues – the legal opinion from the State Chancellor’s Office on classes which include “To Be Arranged Hours” and the new federal requirement to authenticate students enrolled in distance education courses.

It was a great fall session.

Thank you for your attention.
