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Recently, a group of faculty attended the State Academic Senate’s Accreditation Institute in San Jose that was from January 23-25, 2009.

The title of the institute was “Mission Possible: Managing Accreditation and Accreditation Issues.”

Throughout the institute faculty from various colleges shared their stories of working with accreditation and addressing recommendations that have put them on sanction.  For example, we heard from Solano, Fresno City, Marin, Cuesta, and others.  

The blurb for one specific session read in part as follows (written by the State Academic Senate):
“Accreditation is not something a college should undertake every six years, but should be part of an on-going process of institutional improvement.  Several colleges are finding that their program review processes, governance issues, and/ or budget and planning are getting them into trouble, and now they have only two years to address previous recommendations. “

As we learned, those three areas are the focus for possible sanction.  However, we were consistently reminded that no matter what - recommendations will happen since the focus is on institutional improvement.  One college noted that in order to address the four accreditation standards well they have established a permanent accreditation steering committee which regularly reviews the standards and pulls together relevant documentation.

I also should note that Dr. Linda Berry and Dr. Rebecca Kenny did two presentations at the institute on SLOs & Assessment.


As you will remember, at the January 14 board meeting there was some brief discussion regarding part-time faculty evaluations.  I would like to report that less than a week ago (and this was reported in the Chancellor’s Report) the Office of Educational Services and the PFT signed an agreement to make some modifications to the process.  Faculty agree that the modifications will make the process easier to work with and more evaluations will get completed more quickly.

At the last board meeting, you will remember that Evelyn Lord during public comment spoke to the need for a new automated library system.  I want to thank Vice Chancellor Tom Smith for moving the process along to address this request.

I also want to say again, thank you, for purchasing the CurricuNet course management system and TaskStream SLO/Assessment management system.  Things are moving along well in the implementation of both systems.

Thank you.


