



PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT               Item 7
Resolution 08/09-41
In Honor of Cesar E. Chavez
WHEREAS:  Cesar E. Chavez was born on March 31, 1927 on a small farm near Yuma, Arizona, the grandson of Mexican immigrants who moved to the United States in the 1880’s; 

WHEREAS:  Cesar E. Chavez worked for many years as a migrant child laborer, picking grapes in the vineyards of California, until he joined the United States Navy in 1944 and served in the western Pacific during the end of World War II. Upon returning from his service in the United States Navy in 1948, as a migrant farm worker, Chavez continued working as a migrant farm worker, attempting to negotiate with farm owners for higher pay and better working conditions for the laborers; 

WHEREAS:  In 1962 Cesar E. Chavez organized California farm workers and founded the National Farm Workers Union to protect their rights to fair pay and better working conditions; in 1973 the union changed its name to United Farm Workers of America, affiliating with the AFL-CIO and Chavez led boycotts of lettuce and grapes in the State of California; 

WHEREAS:  In 1984 Cesar E. Chavez conducted a 36-day “Fast for Life” to protest the pesticide poisoning of grape workers and their children; 

WHEREAS:  When he passed away on April 23, 1993 Cesar E. Chavez was President of the United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO; 

WHEREAS, many K-12 schools in California, Texas, Arizona and Illinois have been named in honor of Cesar E. Chavez, and where as institutions of higher education in California, including Fresno, Santa Ana College, UC Berkeley, San Francisco State University, and UCLA, have all honored Cesar E. Chavez permanently by dedicating facilities and libraries in his honor;  

WHEREAS, the 103rd and 104th Congresses have passed resolutions declaring March 31st a holiday in the United States to honor Cesar E. Chavez; 

WHEREAS:  Cesar E. Chavez National Holiday was established by volunteers who organized and led the effort in California that won Cesar Chavez Day, the first legal state holiday and day of service and learning in honor of farm worker leader Cesar E. Chavez.  The legal holiday bill introduced by then State Senator Richard Polanco (Los Angeles-D) was signed into law by then Governor Gray Davis (D) on August 18, 2000. The holiday is celebrated in California on Cesar E. Chavez’s birthday March 31st.  This marked the first time that a labor leader or Latino has been honored with a public legal holiday; 
WHEREAS:  Cesar Chavez gave our nation and each of us a unique example to live our lives by.  His selfless dedication for farm worker and worker rights, economic justice, civil rights, environmental justice, peace, nonviolence, empowerment of the poor and disenfranchised, is a monumental legacy that will inspire all and the generations to come. The winning of national recognition for Cesar E. Chavez with holidays, service, learning and community action events, is a fitting tribute and significant way to share his life’s work as the founder and leader of the United Farm Workers of America (UFW); 
WHEREAS:  Our choice to observe Cesar Chavez Day to learn about and reflect on Chavez’s life and work shows our commitment to diversity and our interest in promoting community service and involvement.  To date, four of the Bay Ten Community College Districts, Oakland Unified School District, and all state agencies (except the courts) observe Cesar Chavez Day, and have done so for several years; 
WHEREAS:  Cesar Chavez was, in the words of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, "one of the heroic figures of our time."  Chavez led the historic non-violent movement for farm worker rights, and dedicated himself to building a movement of poor working people across the nation.  His legacy, like the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., continues to educate, inspire and empower people from all walks of life;
WHEREAS: Cesar Chavez was a role model for all working people, and for anyone who believes in the idea of social justice;  
WHEREAS, the Peralta Community College District Board of Trustees strives to honor outstanding citizens who have provided distinguished and dedicated service to the citizens of California served by the Peralta Community College District; and

WHEREAS, the Peralta Community College District wishes to recognize the contributions made by Cesar E. Chavez to the citizens of the State of California; and
ThereFORE BE it resolved THAT:  Peralta Community College District honors Cesar E. Chavez for his tireless and committed work on behalf of the citizens of the State of California by declaring March 31 a day of commemoration in honor of Cesar E. Chavez, and encourages and provides available resources to students, faculty and staff to host service activities to honor Cesar E. Chavez and his legacy of non-violence; 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Peralta Community College District should work through the shared governance process and report to the Governing Board of Trustees recommendations for a permanent mechanism to honor the contributions of Cesar E. Chavez, to be enacted by March 31, 2010.  
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the following called vote this 24th day of March, 2009:
AYES:

NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:
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Secretary of the Board of Trustees

