Good evening trustees, chancellor and district administrative center staff, colleagues and members of the public. I’m Karolyn van Putten, president of the Laney College Faculty Senate, Vice President of the District Academic Senate and a tenured psychology professor here in the Peralta district.

Perhaps because I was not present for the entirety of the land use and facilities planning committee meeting on June 4, here are a few questions that may be answered by any needs assessment reports that show how this expenditure fits into the larger security plan for the district.

•
At Laney, we recently lost a large number of computer towers due to the lack of a functioning security system. This has brought home to us the urgency of addressing security for several of the computer learning labs on campus.  We’re wondering, how does the surveillance system expenditure in this item help prevent the reoccurrence of such a phenomenon?

•
Upon review of the agenda item, a knowledgeable faculty member queried, “where is the security system that would logically accompany a video surveillance system?” Is the alarm function in this system just assumed or is it explicit?

•
As my colleagues stated, “the question is: do we want to stop burglaries and theft or do we want to watch people engage in and document their badness?”

•
Thank you for receiving these comments.
