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Karolyn van Putten
As you may already be aware, contract and adjunct faculty are increasingly alarmed about the recommendations that are coming to the colleges on course and section reductions, in the absence of a clearly stated and well understood rationale on which these recommendations are based.

The colleges have been told to cut a total of 400 sections from the spring 2010 schedule, with no justification for how the number was derived, or how the specific number being requested of each college was derived.  The number of course sections, in addition to providing access to students, which is one of the district's stated strategic objectives, determines workload for both contract and adjunct faculty.  

Number 10 of the 10+1 areas wherein academic senates have the primary function of making recommendations to district staff and board members refers to "processes for institutional planning and budget development."

The absence of clarity and information surrounding these section reduction cuts is an affront to both the spirit and the letter of the law assuring faculty participation in decision-making, as specified in Title 5.

There are numerous implications to cutting sections, which we have not had an opportunity to bring forward.  Perhaps the most important implication is the effect these cuts have on, specifically, the community college student population we serve primarily, NOT 4-yr college students who are using the community colleges as an affordable option for completing their degree requirements. 

Our "traditional" students are being crowded out of classes intended to serve them by other students who are more savvy about navigating the educational system.  We need a systematic way to address and correct this.  Lacking access to the processes by which decisions are made makes it impossible to develop a comprehensive, collaborative and effective strategy for addressing this and other implications of massive section reductions.

You are probably also aware of the ACCJC recommendations in ALL of the colleges accreditation reports that refer to district administrative functions in the areas of management systems, financial accountability and controls, technology resources, and board and district administration.  

We understand that the vice presidents of instruction will be involved in the collection and dissemination to the colleges of the information required to address these recommendations in a timely manner.

In closing, we mourn the loss of our colleague and academic senate co-founder, Professor Norbert Bischof.  The academic senates of all California Community Colleges owe a profound debt of gratitude for his noble and extensive efforts 40 years ago, without which these senate bodies would not exist in their current form, if at all.  This concludes my report for tonight, dedicated to the memory of Professor Bischof.

