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Tonight's CIPD report includes 7 course changes and additions, 5 of which are in the multimedia program at Berkeley City College, which has been experiencing steady growth.  As a result, 4 animation courses that were formerly experimental have been converted to regular course numbering.  Since spring 2008, each of those 4 courses increased from as few as 11 students to as many as 40 during this fall semester.   The demand for 2D animation in game design, on the Internet and in commercials has grown steadily and BCC is responding to that demand with these new courses.

BCC is also adding a course in peer mentoring, as part of the Digital Bridge Academy, a special program for basic skills students with high rates of retention and success.  Also in response to the needs of basic skills students, BCC has added a 1-unit discussion section for biology 10, to provide extra time for learning and reviewing unfamiliar scientific principles and concepts.

Finally, partly in response to the district's expansion of distance education offerings, Merritt College has developed a certificate of proficiency in online teaching.  Successful completion of this 17-unit sequence prepares anyone to teach an online class with a high standard of pedagogy, awareness of accessibility issues, knowledge of latest web-based technologies, and an understanding of how to motivate and retain online students.  These classes meet a growing need and are attracting participants from all over California.

