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Support for Student Advocacy- CA Budget for Community Colleges

Whereas, public funding for Higher Education in the state of California has been dramatically reduced in the past 2 years; and

Whereas, as a direct result of reduced state funding the Peralta Community College District has been forced to cut hundreds of classes and to make deep cuts in vital student support services effecting thousands of students; and 

Whereas, many students within the Peralta District are aware of the situation and are eager to make their political voices heard to bring about a positive change in this situation; and 

Whereas, the Peralta Colleges Board of Trustees recognizes and supports lobbying efforts in Sacramento to increase community college funding; and 

Whereas, the Student Senate for the California Community Colleges has endorsed March 4, 2010 as a “Day of Action” to bring awareness to plight of public higher education in the state of California and March 22, 2010 as the date for a community college march in Sacramento;

Whereas, the adopted mission of the Peralta Colleges is to “empower our students to achieve their highest aspirations [and to]… develop leaders who create opportunities and transform lives.”

Therefore, be it resolved that The Peralta Community College District Board of Trustees hereby affirms it support for responsible student advocacy training, organizing and mobilization in support of increasing state funding for California’s community colleges; and to this end, 

Be it further resolved that, the Board directs to Chancellor to make available funding to transport students to and from Sacramento in March 2010 so that their voices may be heard; and

Be it further resolved that The Peralta Community College District Board of Trustees directs the Chancellor to make available funding for an organized educational and training program to equip students with the tools of effective and responsible advocacy.

APPROVED by unanimous vote at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Governing Board on December 15, 2009, unless the Board minutes reflect otherwise. 

_______________________________

Elihu Harris

Chancellor and Secretary of the Board
