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Karolyn van Putten
Thank you Mr. President.  Good evening trustees, college presidents and district administrative staff.

As you know, we have been heavily focused on the proposed budget for 2009-2010, as have you.  About 10 days ago, trustees Withrow, Gulassa and Gonzalez Yuen came to Laney for a special listening session on the budget that was well attended by students, faculty and staff.  We appreciate the time these trustees afforded us and look forward to continuing our dialogue next semester.  

We applaud and appreciate the care and attention trustee Nicky Gonzalez Yuen is putting into assuring and documenting effective shared governance processes, as the board facilities and land use subcommittee works with Dr. Ikharo and the Dept. of General Services to manage and improve our capital assets. 

Nonetheless, we are alarmed and anxious about a recent letter from the ACCJC that requires the district to prepare a special report addressing audit report findings and their resolution.  This report, in addition to those we were informed of when the commission notified the colleges of their accreditation status, is due on March 15 and will be followed by a team visit to review the evidence we must have to support the report.

I will move now to the CIPD report.  Tonight faculty have brought forward for your approval six new courses at the College of Alameda:

In biology a course preparing students for success in science; in diesel mechanics a course on diesel truck preventive maintenance and inspection.  The remaining four courses at Alameda are being offered as fee-based courses; 3 in medical terminology and medical coding in the health occupations program, and 1 in preparation for private pilot certification in the aviation program.

Because “energy conservation is becoming an economic priority to address climate change and California’s future energy supply,” at Laney we’ve added a 31-unit, 2-semester certificate of achievement in “Building Performance and Energy Efficiency.”  In the justification statement it is noted that “this is the only Bay Area program with the depth and breadth of education required to meet employers needs” and “over 40 such employers have advised on program and curriculum design” for this certificate because the need for qualified applicants is so great.  

At Merritt we’ve added a laboratory course in microscopy, another in landscape design and six fee-based courses. Two of the six are for conducting field study in Japan, 1 on the natural history of Costa Rica, 1 on the natural history of the Coachella Valley of southern California, 1 on edible forest gardening in the college’s permaculture garden, and the 6th on setting up a backyard nursery. 

That concludes my report.  Thank you.

