Peralta Community College District

Proclamation

IN SUPPORT OF CALIFORNIA DEMOCRACY ACT

WHEREAS, California’s community colleges are perpetually underfunded leaving thousands of students without access to classes, adequate student services, and other support mechanisms to facilitate their chances of success; and 

WHEREAS, California’s community colleges enjoy strong public support that is not reflected in the level of funding they receive; and

WHEREAS, California’s community colleges have regularly been unable to engage in responsible budget planning because the state legislature has been unable to pass budgets on time; and 
WHEREAS, the state of California requires a 2/3’s vote of the legislature to pass all revenue and budget legislation; and

WHEREAS, this has resulted in rule by a minority of the legislature that has consistently blocked the will of the majority of the citizens of the state of California (including strong public desire to fund community colleges), delayed annual enactment of revenue and budget legislation to support the state budget (leading to late budgeting among community colleges), reduced the credit rating of the state, and forced the state to rely on borrowing which burdens future generations of California citizens; 
WHEREAS, the 2/3’s rule has resulted in a fiscal catastrophe for the state of California, has caused undue harm to the health and welfare of its citizens, including community college employee layoffs, class cuts, cuts in student support services, loss of vital funding for student success initiatives and some financial aid, and other programs essential to the success and well being of our students, faculty, other employees and of our surrounding communities;  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Peralta Community College Board of Trustees supports amending the constitution of the state of California to state that: “All legislative actions on revenue and budget must be determined by a majority vote;” and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the PCCD Board of Trustees supports the initiative entitled the California Democracy Act submitted by George Lakoff and will join with the CA Majority Rule campaign to insure its passage in 2010.
Adopted by the Peralta Community College Board of Trustees at its Regular Meeting in Oakland, CA on February 9, 2010.
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