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Thank you, Mr. President.  Good evening trustees, chancellor, district administrative center staff, college presidents and members of the public.

Based on the information that is being provided by Mr. Tom Henry and his team, we are pleased that the chancellor accepted the first senate recommendation DAS vice president Anita Black made in her report at the last meeting, for an immediate hiring freeze, with the exception of essential business functions. 

Indeed, we commend Mr. Henry and the team for the work they are doing to stabilize Peralta’s PeopleSoft, financial and management information systems. We appreciate how they are engaging with the independent audit firm to ensure that it has all of the necessary information for correcting our past audit findings.  These corrections are key to addressing the accrediting commission’s perceptions about our colleges’ eligibility requirements. 

As we have said in several public settings, faculty are ready, willing, and able to engage in the difficult planning processes and decisions that are upon us and it is essential that we remain active participants throughout these processes.

In order to be effective participants, however, we need clarity about what principles will be applied to budget planning scenarios.  In fact, we should be involved in creating those principles and helping to determine the priorities that result from their application.  Involvement in processes for institutional planning and budget development is number 10 of the 10 +1 areas wherein faculty are afforded the legal right to make recommendations.

Congruent with that responsibility, we are also seeking clarity about how the 2010-2011 budget will be set up and what review process it will get.  This is particularly important given how close we are to the end of term.

We are aware that a five-person accreditation team is coming to the district office on Monday, April 19, and we expect the district administrative staff to keep us informed about the team’s schedule during the upcoming visit as well as the outcome after the accreditation team has come and gone.

Trustee Gulassa has expressed a strong desire to hear more from the senate about academic matters like student learning outcomes and our progress in assessing institutional effectiveness throughout the district.  I assure you, we got the message and we will gladly accede to this request -- soon. Hopefully.

In closing, my family and I deeply appreciate the moments of silence you offered up at the last board of trustees meeting, in recognition of the value of my mother Alice Maude van Putten Campbell’s long and fruitful life.  While it is sometimes difficult to explain to my family what, exactly, it is that I do when I’m not teaching, it was clearly apparent from your response to our mother’s death that you value the work she reared me to do, to the best of my ability.  Thank you.


