DAS President’s Report to the PCCD Board of Trustees on May 11, 2010

Karolyn van Putten
Thank you, Mr. Vice President.  Good evening trustees, district administrative center staff, college presidents and members of the public.

Trustees Gulassa and Withrow have been asking to hear from the colleges about our progress in developing and assessing student learning and service area outcomes.  As promised in my last report, beginning tonight, I will provide a regular update on our progress once a month.

Berkeley City College, in the area of instruction, reports the following:

· Approximately 78% of  the SLO’s for 548 courses have been written.

· Approximately 58% of the SLO’s that have been written are in the process of being assessed and 3% of the written SLO’s have been assessed.

In student services, which consists of Admissions & Records, Counseling, EOP&S, Learning Resources Center, Library, Programs and Services for Students with Disabilities, and the Transfer Center:

· Three (3) of these seven (7) areas have written outcomes, one (1) area’s outcomes are being assessed; at present none of the 7 areas have completed an assessment cycle, however BCC’s Vice President of Student Services Dr. May Chen just put together a training last week, and it seems that BCC’s student services areas are moving ahead, so we expect to see some progress in the next semester. 

According to the College of Alameda’s 2008-09 report to the Accrediting Commission:

73% of the courses and 95% of the programs that were offered that academic year have SLOs.  Seventy-three percent (73%) of the course SLOs and 91% of the program outcomes were in the process of being assessed.  Eighty-eight percent (88%) of student and learning support activities outcomes have been identified, 78% of those learning support activities were in the process of being assessed, and Alameda has developed a set of institutional-level outcomes.  Since that report is from last year, we can expect that there will be some evidence of progress in the annual report that will be submitted by June 30 of this year.

Merritt College has also developed a set of institutional learning outcomes, in the areas of communication, critical thinking, quantitative reasoning, cultural awareness and civic engagement, information and computer literacy.  I’ll have more on Merritt’s progress in my next report.

Laney College developed a set of general education outcomes that are mapped to the requirements for degrees and certificates.  As of April 16, 66% of 885 courses have outcomes, and 94, or 11% of those courses, have assessed at least one outcome.  In student services, 100% of counseling courses have outcomes; health education, learning resources and library information science have developed, respectively, 100%, 25% and 100% of the outcomes for courses in those areas.  We expect to have more information about Laney’s service area outcomes for my next report.

While the percentages are lower than we would like, we are aware, well aware, of the need to hasten our progress.  What concerns us, however, is how that progress will or can be supported during this budget crisis.

Since the board considers assessment essential, as detailed in your resolution 08/09-54 dated June 30, 2009, how are we going to adjust our budget development process to accommodate the intention of this resolution?  I quote, “therefore be it resolved that the PCCD board of trustees . . .. acknowledges, that as reasonably possible, ‘appropriate resources will continue to be allocated and fine-tuned’.“

What difficult, data-driven decisions will you make to assist our progress?   All California community colleges are expected to be at proficiency level by 2012.  Your board resolution specifies meeting that standard by December 2011.  Without major resources and attention, it will be difficult to meet either of these deadlines.  We need your support and value the attention you are giving to this.
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