PCF Executive Director Search 
The Peralta Colleges Foundation Board of Directors conducted an extensive and highly professional search over several months in the first quarter of 2010.  A committee was appointed  to spearhead the effort, comprised of Heather Tunis, committee chair, Karen Friedman, Board president, Michael Mills, Board vice president, and Gary Foss.  Bill Withrow, Peralta Trustee and Suzanne Kunkel of the Chancellor’s office joined as well.  The position was posted on approximately six websites, including that of the Peralta Colleges.  38 resumes were received and carefully reviewed.  Of the 38, twenty were selected from the total applicant pool based on their qualifications for the position.  The job description had been developed by the Foundation Board over the course of several meetings.

The search committee met several times, and ultimately each committee member presented his/her top four to six candidates.  We took turns presenting our applicants, and notes were taken to determine synchronicity.  In one case, all of us ranked one candidate highly.  There were a few who received two votes.  We then engaged in discussion about each of our other top candidates in order to come to consensus about which candidates to invite for in-person interviews.  We eventually interviewed five applicants on one long day at the end of April, with each candidate being asked the same interview questions (developed by the committee).  Each committee member in attendance rotated asking questions. The following day we met and discussed our impressions and conclusions.  We unanimously chose Stephanie Casenza as the person we would most like to see in the position of Executive Director.  And, we were fortunate enough that she accepted the opportunity and was willing to move up to the Bay Area from San Diego.   When Ms. Casenza accepted the position on terms mutually agreeable, the other 19 candidates received emails thanking them for their interest and informing them that another person was selected.  )The original group of 18 who were eliminated initially had already received emails notifying them of our decision.)
