Peralta Community College District Governing Board

10/11-24

Item 4
Whereas, Peralta Community College District (PCCD) works to fairly represent student interest, needs, and welfare.

Whereas the recent 32% fee increase caused heightened difficulty for all PCCD students; budget cuts overall resulted in a less affordable education. 

· Whereas, the fee increase within the community college system causes undocumented students to be among the most vulnerable to extreme academic and financial struggle. 

· Whereas, each year, more than 50,000 undocumented students graduate from high school in this country. 
· Whereas, in the state of California alone, over 20,000 of these undocumented students reside. 

· Whereas, undocumented students, regardless of their hard work, dedication, and years in the United States, are still ineligible for any form of university-related scholarships or federal loans, grants, or work study.
· Whereas, the Deferred Referendum Education for Alien Minors Act, or the Federal DREAM Act, is a bipartisan bill that seeks to recognize the hard work of undocumented students and provide equitable access to education.
· Whereas, the Federal DREAM Act currently has 40 cosponsors in the Senate and 154 in the House of Representatives. 

· Whereas, numerous student groups support the DREAM Act through lobbying, organizing demonstrations and leading education campaigns across the country. 
· Whereas, the DREAM Act provides undocumented individuals of good, moral character who have lived in the United States for at least 5 years and attend a 2- or 4-year university a path to conditional permanent residency after completing their college degree within a six (6) year period.

Whereas, this bill aids in alleviating the financial hardship of a college education by providing undocumented students access to financial aid in the form of scholarships, loans, grants, and work-study. 

Whereas, the DREAM Act is at a critical state in the federal legislative system and all measures to support the undocumented population at PCCD, should be sought out. 
Whereas, currently, without institutionalized aid, some students because of legalization status have no access to the funding pool in which they contribute.
Whereas, both the DREAM Act and institutionalized aid are not advocating for reform to the California or United States’ immigration policies; rather, these initiatives work to recognize that education is a right and should be affordable to all.

· Therefore let it be resolved this September 28, 2010, that the Peralta Community College District Governing Board supports student efforts and endorses the passage of the Federal DREAM Act. 

· Therefore let it be further resolved that PCCD urges the government to approve institutionalized financial aid to all students – regardless or race, creed, economic background, legalization status, and country of origin. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the following called vote on this 28th day of September, 2010.

AYES:



NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

 _________________________________________                                                                      

Wise E. Allen, Chancellor

Secretary to the Board of Trustees
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