Report on Congressional Black Caucus Annual Legislative Conference
President Inclan attended the track that dealt with education: Building Capacity through Education with representatives Arnie Duncan and Hilda Solis, from the Department of Labor. There were data on the achievement gap. There will be funding opportunities to be leveraged if we partner with K-12 and community colleges to address the achievement gap.

The President also attended a townhall on science and math for minority students. The emphasis was on students having mentors who have obtained high attainment in math and science. Again, there will be practical implications for Peralta to seek funds through the National Science Foundation.

Some of the other presentations focused on preventing violence and anger in young African American males, strategies to integrate those who have been incarcerated, and the importance of mentors and role models.

What was quite significant is to meet those legislators who are committed to the education agenda. It was particularly important for our students to go to the Library of Congress-Jefferson Building and to hear the history of the Black Caucus and to hear from our very own representative Barbara Lee.

Kick Off of Hispanic Heritage Week

An important component of Hispanic Heritage Week will be the showing of the film “Speaking in Tongues.” The documentary follows four children in America’s schools and their quest to maintain their native language in order to increase their competitiveness in the global market and arena. BCC is co-sponsoring this event with the City of Berkeley.  The film will be shown on October 13th from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.

Cleavon Smith appointed to state post

BCC English instructor and Title III coordinator Cleavon Smith has been appointed to California’s Skills Committee for the Academic Senate for Community Colleges.  Smith served on the BCC team which created the college’s PERSIST program.  He is a tireless advocate for basic skills students and improving their transition to college-level courses.  
Japanese Educators learn about CA community colleges at BCC

Shunichi Taniai, of Japan’s Ministry of Education, and his colleagues, visited Berkeley City College for a presentation by Drs. Betty Inclan and May Chen on California’s community college system on Tue., Aug. 31.  Mr. Taniai also is a visiting scholar in UC Berkeley’s Office of the President and works with the Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS).  After the presentation, he and his group toured Berkeley City College. 

