District Academic Senate President’s Report to the Peralta CCD Board of Trustees for October 8, 2013
Karolyn van Putten

Thank you Mr. President, and good evening trustees, chancellor, district administration center staff, college presidents, colleagues and members of the public.

In tonight’s report I’ll provide a brief update on what the District Academic Senate has been doing lately and some external reminders of the increasing importance of student learning outcomes and assessment.  

With respect to the District Academic Senate doings, two of our long-term faculty curriculum specialists, Professors Amy Bohorquez (Laney, Biology) and Jayne Matthews (BCC, Business) are completing and continuing work on clarifying procedures for curriculum approvals at each of the 4 colleges.  They took on these responsibilities so that all of our shared curriculum can be managed effectively and efficiently, eliminating several longstanding issues that affect how the district-wide Council on Instruction, Planning and Development, referred to as CIPD, does its work.  Professors Bohorquez and Matthews presented a major portion of the results of their work to the DAS at its October 1 meeting and both are to be commended for doing an excellent job of organizing and refining ways to correct some of our less-than-helpful habits over the past 6 - 10 years.

In consultation with the Chancellor, the District Senate has been actively reviewing and proposing changes to existing board policy and administrative procedures that will address faculty concerns about academic senate participation in local decision making.  We expect that you will see those changes after they are finalized with the chancellor as soon as we can arrange a meeting for that purpose. 

Associate Vice Chancellor Esquivel-Swinson has been keeping the DAS apprised of the district’s progress in establishing a new group to monitor and recommend procedures that will help the colleges fulfill the new mandate for supporting student success.  Some faculty members are eager to adhere to some of the recommendations that emerged from the RPG report, Student Support (Re)Defined[endnoteRef:1], which I have reported on to you previously, specifically, providing discipline-specific guidance and advising as part of class structures.   Working collaboratively with what is now being called the Triple SP group, we hope to make progress on that intention this academic year.   [1:  http://www.rpgroup.org/resources/student-support-redefined-what-students-say-they-need-succeed] 


District IT Project Manager Aisha-Lorraine Williams keeps us informed about the progress of the PeopleSoft financial aid module implementation and has been consulting effectively with Peralta counseling faculty to ensure that the capabilities of the new module will meet the needs of our counseling staff in their work with students.  

 The District Academic Senate has begun discussions with the Peralta Federation of Teachers on possible revisions to the faculty evaluation process and content, considering including, for example faculty involvement in student learning outcomes and assessment and a way of addressing the value of our contributions to the college outside the classroom, especially in shared governance participation.

Speaking of student learning outcomes assessment, the ACCJC reprinted in its summer newsletter a joint statement of the higher education associations entitled “Principles of Effective Student Achievement” which, among other things identifies three kinds of success outcomes (learning and achievement) that colleges need to measure, those being:
1.  Student Learning Experience:  how students are learning and the kinds of educational experiences students have both in and outside the classroom
2.  Student Academic Performance:  evaluation of curricular goals, effective grading and external benchmarking.
3.  Post-graduation Outcomes:  evaluation of how colleges prepare students for later success in life such as civic participation, job placement and further education.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  ACCJC News, Accreditation Across the Nation, July 19, 2013.  Retrieved on October 15, 2013 from http://www.accjc.org/newsletter] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Dr. Bob Pacheco of the RP Group, “This statement is endorsed by all seven of the regional accrediting agencies as well as higher ed organizations including the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC), the American Association of State colleges and Universities (AASCU), and the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU).”[endnoteRef:3]   [3:  Email communication distributed via LEARNINGASSESSMENT@LISTSERV.CCCNEXT.NET] 


These are indicators that the Peralta colleges should be addressing at all levels while preparing our self evaluation reports for the upcoming reaccreditation reviews in 2015.  There is much more that will be said about this in future reports from the DAS.

That concludes my report for tonight.  Thank you for receiving and making use of it.
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