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[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you Mr. President, and good evening trustees, district administration center staff, college presidents, colleagues and members of the public.

Tonight my report focuses on a topic that is near if not dear to the hearts of many of you as trustees.

I was recently asked what was a primary faculty issue or concern at Peralta, a question to which I unhesitatingly responded, “technology and the training faculty need to use it effectively.” 

Last academic year the District Technology Committee carefully and thoroughly defined technology in the process of beginning to document both the costs and the need for technology enhancements across the district.  In Peralta, technology means, “Any device that is intended to connect to the network and for which staff is required to install, maintain, and operate said devices as it applies to the use of computer and/or telecommunication equipment in order to retrieve, store, transmit, process, maintain or manipulate data.”

Using that definition, all of the colleges are currently completing their prioritization of technology needs in preparation for making budgeting recommendations that will ultimately be forwarded to the chancellor and to you for approval and financial support.  While doing that work, we are acutely aware that the funding currently available to meet these needs is, at best so limited that it is almost invisible.  Needless to say, whatever funding is available is totally inadequate.

When students are not required to or supported in using technology our efforts to educate them are out of alignment with the demands of the workplace.  When faculty are uniformed about or unsupported in using technology we are unable to require it of or provide it to our students.  A primary mission of our colleges is career technical education.  Most CTE programs require and use technology to prepare students for jobs that are increasingly dependent on technology and the employee’s ability to use it effectively.  In a recent news item, posted on the Singularity Hub web site, Foxconn chairman Terry Gou told reporters at a press event, “Automation, software and technology innovation will be our key focus in the US in the coming few years.”[footnoteRef:1]  Foxconn is the Taiwanese company that manufactures Apple iPhones in China.   [1:  http://singularityhub.com/2014/02/23/foxconns-pivot-to-america-reverse-outsourcing-with-robots/.  In 2011 Foxconn announced its plan to replace a million Chinese workers with robots within three years (http://singularityhub.com/2012/11/12/1-million-robots-to-replace-1-million-human-jobs-at-foxconn-first-robots-have-arrived/).
] 


Digital manufacturing, computer-aided design, graphic arts, construction management, architecture, engineering, machine technology, business, computer information systems, media, multimedia arts, and probably another half dozen or more programs of study all rely on up-to-date computer-enhanced instruction.  Given the pace at which technology advances, delays in updating our technology automatically leave us behind in serving student instructional needs.  This lag is unacceptable.  Technology, in all its manifestations, must become a priority in our budgeting and institutional planning processes.  

I realize that many of you and us need a better understanding of technology and how we use it as well as how it facilitates our work as staff and faculty.  Given this, much more about this topic must be shared and learned than I am able to address now.  In as many ways as possible, we will continue to educate and advocate for continuously updated and improved instructional technology until it is no longer necessary to do so.  That concludes my report for tonight.
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