From: Joseph Johnson, Student Body President, College of Alameda, Region 3

 

Re:  “State of the ASCOA Report”

If a society or organization is not at its peak, then there is still some sort of progress that can be made. Seeing how no society or organization is ever at its peak, meaning that it can always get higher, it is important to see how it can get there. The first step, seems to always be, to diagnose the problem.

Unprecedented Accomplishments:

-         Passed a Series of  Resolutions:

1.      On Proposition 92

2.      AC Transit Discounted Bus Passes

3.      On Increasing Disability Awareness in the Classrooms and at Events

4.      On Seeing if a teacher that Students favored on our campus can be considered to be rehired.

5.      And our most recent a Resolution in Favor of Banning the usage of using Styrofoam on our campus.

Resolutions, it seems, are quintessential for any organization like ours in speaking collectively.

Implementation of Robert’s Rules of Order:

The formal implementation of Robert’s Rules of Order into our Council was probably the most significant accomplishment that I experienced, as chair. For reasons I’m sure that are obvious to everyone who uses them. Both Resolution proposals and implementation of the Robert’s Rules of Order will ideally be a solid ground of empowerment for the student government to speak freely and act collectively in relation to the other facets on our campus and at the District for next year.

Student Survey

The final main accomplishment, I feel, would be the Council’s decision to start a Student Survey, this survey ideally would be administered both through PASSPORT and SurveyMonkey, which will allow us to hear and speak to students at an extraordinary level. This will assist us in deciding upon Event Themes and voicing our concerns at school and District level and of course, ultimately should assist us in improving Student Involvement and their Overall Experience on our campus.

More that could be done:

We made sustentative accomplishments this year, but I believe there are some things that we were unable to be accomplished which are very important as well.

Some being:

-         Establishing clear language in our Budget that states a certain portion if not the larger portion of our funds will go towards the needs of the Students. There are still too many students unable to afford books or childcare service or event food for that matter. Therefore I unabashedly state our budget needs to be reprioritized and there needs to be less emphasis in Events and more on the Student Ends being reached.

-         Also in relation to our economics: A Student Representation Fee seems very significant as well. More than 1/3 of our Budget is used towards Student Government Conferences and such, which needs to be remedied acknowledging both the significance of the Conferences and the needs of the Students especially in light of the presumed budget cuts to come.

-         Town hall Meetings

A Can not conceive of a more effective way to reach the greater portion of our 5000+ students a year than this.

 Built Relations:

-         College Council 

-         Academic Senate

-         Fellow AS Presidents in our District

-         City of Alameda 

I began this feeling that Student Empowerment was all that was needed and that we could solve all of our problems through it alone, but through this experience I have seen the utmost significance of the community and I can sleep at night better knowing that there are so many people in our District who sincerely have interest in seeing the Student’s here reach there heights.

Thank You Everyone

