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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Board Meeting – June 24, 2014

· Merritt’s Kids College, for Kids Entering Grades 6-9, is being held June 16-26, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

· Merritt’s College Success Summer Institute is being held June 16-26, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

· Merritt’s PAC (Peralta Achievement Collaboration) Grant held an Allied Health Career Fair on Wednesday, June 18, 2014, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Student Lounge.
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· Congratulations to Merritt College's Kemarley Brown, a native of Jamaica, who has been selected the CCCSIA (California Community Colleges Sports Information Association) and CCCAA (California Community Colleges Athletic Association) Male Athlete of the Year following his record breaking performance in track & field. The sophomore sprinter capped off his two year career with his second California Community College Track & Field State Championship in the 100 meter sprint. His second title, however, came in 9.93 seconds (wind legal 1.8 m/s) which, at the time, was the top time in the world. His performance also set a new National Community College and California Community College record, breaking the previous mark of 10.05 set by Ryan Bailey of Rend Lake (IL) CC. Brown followed that performance up with the State Title in the 200 meter race with a time of 20.29, which would have also been a new championship record had the wind (+2.9 m/s) not been over the allowable 2.0 meters per second. Brown was the only male double-winner at the CCCAA State Championships and was named the Male Athlete of 
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the Meet.  He was also named the CCCSIA Male Athlete of the Month for the month of May. Brown's accomplishments were not limited to just the State Championships, however. The sophomore sprinter was also the NorCal Champion in the 100 and 200 meter races while his 4x100 meter relay team also grabbed the NorCal title. Prior to the State and NorCal Championships, Brown claimed first place in nine events over the course of the season. He took the top spot in the 200 meter race at the Mt. SAC Invitational while finishing first in the 100 meter and the 4x100 meter relay at the Maurice Compton Invitational. He was a double-winner at the Stanford Invitational, winning the 100 and 200 meter races, a feat he also accomplished at the Sacramento State Hornet Invitational. Finally, at both the San Jose State Invitational and the CSM 9-Way Meet, Brown was a member of the winning 4x100 meter relay teams.

Dr. Ambriz-Galaviz attended the following event representing Merritt College:

· The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for African Americans, June 13-14, 2014, Laney College.

New faces at Merritt College:

I am very pleased to announce the following additions to our Merritt College Family.
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Ms. Margie Rubio has officially joined the Merritt College team as the Staff Assistant to the Dean of Special Programs and Grants.  She has worked for the Peralta Community College District for four years. Ms. Rubio has extensive experience in various departments at Merritt College including, Financial Aid, Health Services and Student Activities. During her interim stages as a Staff Assistant, she also served as the Co-Chair of the Merritt College 2014 Commencement Committee and planning team member of the 5th Annual Awards Celebration.
  
Ms. Rubio obtained her Bachelor of Science degree in Law Enforcement, from California State East Bay, and A.A degree in Social and Behavioral Sciences and Liberal Arts, from Merritt College.  As a Merritt College alumnus, she is vested in serving the students as well her colleagues. Her goals at Merritt College include continued efforts to empower students through education with a focus on the Merritt College mission statement, “We Change Lives”. Her purpose at Merritt College is to assist students with their educational goals by providing them with the exemplary supportive services that they need to succeed.   
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Ms. Daraja Wagner joins us as the Staff Assistant for the Director of Student Activities and Campus Life.  She comes with a wealth of experience in strategic planning, organizational skills and effective communication.  She previously worked within the Peralta District at the College of Alameda, and has contributed to various Workforce Development and Employment Training Programs serving disenfranchised students. Ms. Wagner previously held the following positions: Business Services Assistant, Program Assistant, Program Coordinator, Program Specialist and Staff Services Specialist-Logistics. 
Ms. Wagner is an experienced Community Liaison and she championed aligning resources for students in partnerships with Social Services Agencies, Alameda and Oakland Housing Authority, and One-Stop Career Centers. On campus, she was very instrumental in assisting with our Commencement Ceremony.  She also assists in student recruitment and job fairs.  Daraja expects to promote students’ success and enrich the educational experience by establishing continuity between student activities and campus life at Merritt. 
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Dr. Lilia Chavez joins us as the Interim Director of Student Activities and Campus Life.  She is a Chicana/Latina, Social and Spiritual Activist/Educator who seizes each opportunity to work with underrepresented, underprepared and underserved Communities.  She has an extensive teaching background and is a published author.   Dr. Chavez has worked as an educator, counselor, consultant, administrator, cultural broker and spiritual guide. 
Dr. Lilia Chavez has worked at various community colleges in different capacities and programs focused on Student Success.  She has worked at San Francisco State University (SFSU) where she was the Director of the Office of Student Programs and Leadership Development.  In this role she oversaw 300 student organizations that engaged students in professional, academic, political, social, Greek life, religious, and cultural events. During her time at SFSU she was also instrumental in writing grants and developing various programs. One such program was the Mandatory Academic Probation Program (MAPP) that focused on providing students with a second chance to increase their retention and academic success.  Another program, Pass the Torch, encouraged collaborative learning for students in basic skills Math.  
Her work has included bilingual/bicultural group facilitation, extensive seminars and workshops.  Dr. Chavez holds an Associate’s degree from Berkeley City College, a Bachelor’s of Science in Organizational Behavior from the University of San Francisco, a Master’s of Science in Rehabilitation Counseling from San Francisco State University, and her doctorate in International and Multicultural Education from the University of San Francisco. 
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Ms. Tara Marrero joins us as the Staff Assistant to the Business and Administrative Services Department.  She comes with a wealth of experience in office management, bookkeeping, and facility logistics. Ms. Marrero is an accomplished Office Manager/Full-Charge Bookkeeper with over ten years of experience supporting an Executive Officer in the manufacturing industry. Her duties included a high degree of all administrative and accounting duties related to overall productivity of the company.
In addition, she was a Facilities Coordinator/Administrative Assistant at the Jewish Home of San Francisco – a skilled nursing facility with over 450 senior citizens and 650 employees. She managed the Plant Operations department workflow to assist with engineering and maintenance operational logistics, per state regulatory compliance requirements. 
Ms. Marrero exemplifies professionalism and dedication to excellent service by putting forth the extra effort in all she does. Tara is recognized as a solid effective communicator, efficient problem solver, and a motivational team player, with a compelling regard for strategic organization and time management. Tara is excited to join the Merritt College Family and servicing the needs of the students and staff in the community.
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Ms. Jamila Guess joins us as the Mail Room Clerk/Switchboard Operator for the Business and Administrative Services Dept.  She has a strong background in communication and customer service that will prove she is an asset to Merritt College.  She has prior experience with the direction of extensive calls, and effective handling of important documents.

Her background and experience in nonprofit organizations allowed her to obtain a position in the Civil Rights Department within the United States Coast Guard.  She held the position of Administrative Assistant to the Director of Civil Rights Region 3 from 2008 through 2012. She served on the Hispanic, African American, and Asian & Pacific Islander committees promoting cultural awareness.
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Marilyn Bull joins us as the Staff Assistant for the Landscape/Horticulture Department.  Marilyn has worked in a variety of Peralta assignments over the years, and is most happy to join our permanent staff.  Marilyn has a history in the Bay Area arts community – especially in film, music and activist arts, having worked closely with the queer film community, and had videos featured at the San Francisco Frameline Festival and festivals worldwide.  Marilyn has dabbled in experimental music and dee-jaying, and in recent years has dee-jayed Merritt events.

Marilyn’s present interests include baseball, vintage VWs, world and natural history, philosophical arguments, eccentric/oddball arts and music, two beloved kids (11 and 13), Minikitty, and being of service to the community.

We welcome our new employees as they begin their roles at Merritt College.
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