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Board of Trustees Agenda Report

For the Trustee Meeting Date of November 13, 2007
Item Title:
Approval for funds to purchase computers for the Peralta Faculty

Specific Board Action Requested:
Approval of Measure A funds for faculty Computers
Item Summary:
Approval is requested to allocate Measure A funds for the purchase of computers for the Peralta Faculty.  This request is made to update and/or provide all contract faculty with a computer.  The computers are needed to accommodate the needs and requirements of the PeopleSoft Student Administration (SA) Module.  The computers will be purchased from a hardware vendor, to be named.  This request is urgent to allow time for ordering, receiving, configuring and delivering of the computers to faculty to meet testing and training deadlines within the SA system implementation plan.
Please note:  This request is for faculty computers only.  At a later date, a request will be forthcoming requesting funds for the lab and staff computers needed to support the SA system.  
The total cost of this allocation should not exceed $600,000.
Background/Analysis:

Currently, the Peralta faculty has been forced to use older (as old as 6 years) computer equipment for class preparation, PowerPoint Presentations, email and administrative tasks.  With the implementation of the SA system several changes are happening.  The SA system will require more up-to-date interfaces to the Web and PeopleSoft System.  In addition, Microsoft has implemented a new Operating System (Vista) and a new Office Suite 2007.  These changes have raised the computer hardware requirements for our faculty.  It is our belief that any computer over 2 years old needs to be updated to accommodate these new requirements and demands.  Therefore, we are seeking the funding to purchase new equipment for the faculty (and later, the staff and labs).  
ALTERNATIVES/Options:
None
EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approval is recommended
source of funds (and Fiscal/budgetary Impact):

Measure A as a technology upgrade.
Other departments impacted by this action (e.g. Information Technology):     

   Yes
          X                

___No
                                 



All Colleges 
Comments:

Contribution to Peralta mission and/or Board GOALS:

The computer equipment is needed to meet the daily educational, operational and administrative requirements of the campuses and District.  In addition, it raises the use of new technology to our faculty and their benefactors, the students.
General Counsel   (Legality and Format/adherence to Education Codes):

X Legal review conducted

_Legal review not required

Signature:             Thuy N. Nguyen                      Date:_____11/7/07________           
Finance Department 

( Finance Review Conducted
(   Review not required

Signature:            Thomas Smith                           Date:___11/7/07___________
Administrator:       Gary Perkins                            Date:___11/7/07___________
Chancellor:             Elihu Harris                            Date:___11/7/07___________






