MERRITT COLLEGE FACILITY NEEDS:  SCIENCE AND ALLIED HEALTH PROGRAMS IN BUILDING D

ASTRONOMY PROGRAM

Plans:   
Participate in the design for the new Science Building.

Partner with Chabot Space and Science Center to develop and offer interdisciplinary Planetary Science courses.

Merge Student Learning Outcomes with Service Learning to provide student volunteers in science for Oakland Unified School District, and community organizations in Oakland.

Create interdisciplinary courses to increase faculty partnership and communication.
Facility Needs:
· New lecture and lab space are desperately needed in new Science Building; current space needs renovation and updated technology.

· On-campus observatory that can be used by the Astronomy program, Earth Science Program, Chemistry Program and Biology Program

BIOLOGY PROGRAM
Plans:

Participate in the design for the new Science Building.

Develop outreach programs to attract more students to Merritt College science programs. 

Introduce science as a career to pre-teens and teens by creating open house events for these age groups.  

Write grants to fund newer programs (microscopy and genomics) along with other biology programs. 

Seek collaborations with companies as an alternative funding pathway. 

Offer microscopy and genomic programs as potential training centers for local and global companies and agencies.
Facility Needs:
· New state of the art lecture and lab space desperately needed in new Science Building to accommodate large growth in student enrollment and new programs with advanced technology (Microscopy and Genomics).
· Dedicated space for Genomics Center and Microscopy

· Walk-in cold room and large autoclave for Microbiology. 

CHEMISTRY PROGRAM

Plans:

Participate in the design for the new Science Building.

Collaborate with the Environmental Studies program on an Environmental Chemistry class. 

Collaborate with Biology on joint computer lab use.

Continue outreach program to high school chemistry teachers to assist them in currency of the discipline.
Facility Needs:
· Organic Chemistry lab requires renovation in order to continue using the lab. This is whether the new building is built or the D-building is renovated. The need is IMMEDIATE! The fume hoods need renovation and the pipe system on the benches needs replacing. 

· Safety renovations are needed in the stockroom. 

· The other two chemistry labs also require minor renovations until the new building is built or the D-building is renovated.

· State of the art Chemistry labs are needed in order to continue to provide quality instruction to transfer and pre-nursing students.

GEOLOGY PROGRAM
Plans:

Use SLO Mapping to identify courses that overlap. 

Work with certificate and vocational programs to include an interdisciplinary Geology course.

Continue working with the Digital Bridge Academy and ensure that Geology courses are incorporated into the Digital Bridge Academy.  

Offer more courses off campus at High Schools and businesses.
Facility Needs:
· Expanded lecture and lab space are needed in the renovated D Building to attract more students to the program and provide state-of-the-art technology and current teaching methodologies.
NURSING PROGRAM - RN

Plans:

Program capacity has expanded from acceptance of 40 students in 2003 to acceptance of over 125 students in 2008, with no expansion of permanent facilities. The retention rate has improved in the first term from about 50% to over 70%.
Continue to apply for grants

Expand the Kaiser Permanente Summer Bridge Program 
Recruit additional faculty

Develop a respiratory therapy program to meet community healthcare needs

Develop mentoring and tutoring program and expand internet links
Facility Needs:
· A new Science/Allied Health building is critically needed to accommodate increased student enrollments and to provide state-of-the-art skills labs and lecture rooms to prepare nursing students for the 21st Century workforce. 
NURSING - LVN/MA

Plans:

MA  students need more structure to be successful.  
Greater retention can be accomplished with new assessment tools in English and math.

Medical Assistant classes are tailored to community employment needs.
Facility Needs:
· D Building renovation will provide necessary state-of-the-art skills labs and lecture rooms.
NUTRITION

Plans:

Support retention of students to ultimately increase number of graduates in the DM/ DSS, DA and DT Programs.

Develop brochures/web page/mailings 

Supplies and reference resource for new Nutrition Weight Management course

Use chefs and industry experts and take field trips to train students until new food science lab is constructed 

Meet with State Dietitians and Dept. Health Services Licensing and Certification to coordinate educational expectations for the DSS degree
Facility Needs:
· A Food Science Lab is critically needed for instruction in food service systems, food production, food science, safety and sanitation, and medical nutrition.  This would include equipment specified in the D-Building renovation such as: 

Individual lab stations with gas/electric heating systems, sinks,  deck ovens, dishwashing sinks, refrigeration, steamer, ice maker, demonstration teaching table, carts and pots/pans/ measuring utensils, knives,  etc. for each station.  

PHYSICS

Plans:

Re-evaluate course offerings in context of transfer majors.

Facility Needs:
· New lecture and lab space are desperately needed in new Science Building; current space needs renovation and updated technology.
Radiological Technology
Plans:
Technology will continue to increase in complexity over the next five to ten years, prompting increased use of digital imaging modalities and the outgrowth of new specialty areas including fusion technology (combinations of modalities, such as CT and Nuclear Medicine PET scanning).  Regular curriculum updates for the program will continue to reflect evolving technologies and scope of practice.   

Use bond measure funds to purchase two new x-ray tube/digital imaging-PACs systems for 2 new labs, to be installed with D building renovation.

New classroom furniture is essential.
Facility Needs:
· New lecture and lab space are desperately needed in new Science Building; current space needs renovation and updated technology to address new specialty areas and equipment in the industry.
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