PROMINENT OAKEAND PRILANTHOPIST AND CLUB OWNER
CLOSES TT'S POORS AFTER NEARLY 30 YEARS

(Oakland, CA January 16, 2009) Mr. Geofirey Pete, longtime community leader
and political activist, philanthropist and owner of Oakland's Geoffiey's Inner
Circle (GIC) is announcing the closing of his historic veaue to the public on
February 7, 2009.

Geoffrey's Inner Circle has been nationally reputed as the pre-eminent urban entertainmient nighispot and multi-use
facility for Oakland and the entire Bay Area for almost 30 years. For the past 16 years, GIC has been located at 410-
14th Street in the center of Qakland’s resurgent downtown district. Mr. Pete's GIC has been a pioneer in bringing a

_variety of urban contemporary enteriainment to the City of Oakland and the susrounding Bay Area and a champion of
the welfare of the less forfunate.

Known across the country for decades by live entertainment-lovers and urban party-goers alike as the place to visit when
in the East Bay, Geofitey's as it is affectionately abbreviated by patrons, has been a key destination for social gatherings
in the African American conununity, as well as a sanctwary for the advocacy of socic-economic and political issues that
impact both Oaklanders and Californians. Pete has always been concemed with the entire commurnity and not for only
those who patronize his business. The current downtown location served faithfully as a free holiday dining hall for the
hometess and enderprivileged and feed hearty, restaurant-quality, meals each federal holiday to over 5,000 of the city's
maost needy residents for more than three years.

In addition to GIC hosting morthly parties and special enterzainment events like record release showcases, after-concert
VIP receptions and the highly regarded Bay Area Black Comedy Competition & Festival, the multi-use banquet facility
also hosted gospel bruaches, national book signing events, political and community forums, wedding receptions, and
bah mitzvahs. VIPs and celebrities such as heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali, Oakland A's David Stewart, actor
Roberi Redford, author Alice Waters, NBA all-star Michael Jordan, actor/activist Harry Belafonte, late R&B artist
Phyllis Hyman, Attorney William Hunter, jazz artist Wynton Marsalis, author Terry Mciillan, late attorney Johany
Cochran, Commerce Secretary Ron Brown, Congresswoman Barbara Lee, Congresswoman Maxine Waters, Senator
Barbara Boxer, Senator Diane Feinstein, Benny Thomas, San Francisce Mayor Willie Brown, Attorney Johin Burris,
Mayor Ron Dellums and a host of many others have over the numerous years experienced the GIC hospitality.

For ovet seven (7) years, GIC produced stand-up comedy showcases with such notable comedians as Don "D.C." Curry,
Amez J, D.L. Hughley, Cheryl Underwood, Paul Mooney, Luenell, Katt Williams and the list can go on.  Additionally
over the years, on aumerous occasions, Mr. Pete generously donated the venue to non-profit organizations to host
fundraisers and special events.

As the building owner of 410 14th Street, Mr. Pete has anchor tenants such as the African American Science Museum,
Exhale Body and Salon a full service salon, the legendary Joyce Gordon Galiery, showcasing local, regional and

national art, Central Nails Salor, and When Harlem was in Vogue Consignment Store, The venue known as Geoffrey's
Inner Circle is now under lease to a non-profit organization.
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@ There will be a 16th anaiversary and closing celebrations January 29th- 31st 2009 leading up to the final closing event
fon Saturday, February 7, 2009, :

‘or more information, please contact Geoffrey's Inaer Circle at 510.839.4664 or wyww.geoffrevsinnercircle.com




Thasaday, January agth
6 pni - 10 pm + Free Admission |
Gcnw@mmHﬂmnﬁunmcs@ﬂom,%:n._nsnﬁ.%zonw&..

Qeuvres.

Private Birchday Reception for G1C volunteer, Ramona Massey,

&mﬁ.. 16 years &.?.mx.mmn,w an array @_w.n:mh::wﬁ social & endbertainment excitoment to
the Bay Area m‘?&m join us as we celebrate our 16th Anniversary & Q&Em Weekend
Friday, January soth

8 pm -~ Unil... » $20 Admission

Kick off your weekend with an evening of Comedy featuring Oakland s very own
comedian/actress Luenell. Your host, Rose Geddes of Comedy by the Bay.

Saturday, Janvary a1st

g pm - Undl,.. » $25 Admission

Trim Lagr Daxcs » 30+ plus

Partial List of Promoters who have produced events at GIC: Please join Phacthen
Brown, Ch¥is Rachel, Dave Fludson, GQ Noonie, Graham Juckson, Raymond
Bobbitt, Lionel B, Kyle Newport, Henry Royal, Dexter Vizinau, Darryl White,
Jobnny Davis, Clyde Frost, Jobu "JT7 Trotman, Jr., Shelly Tatum, Doug Sanders, Tse
Lyfe, Jessica Holter, Yolanda Washington, Indian Tone, James Head, Kwame, Mary
Campbell, Khari Flowers, Dwight Davenpert and Dazny Williams for the quintes-

sential throw down.

Hosted by Chuy Gomez of KMEL

Sarurday, Pebuary 7th

9 pm ~ Undl...

Yes, that's vighe the Pinal... 410 14th Screer

First Satueday’s at Geoffrey's Inner Circle Downtown Qaldand
530.839.4644
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