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Peralta Community College District

333 E gth
Oakland, Ca 94607

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Nicole DeWitt and T am writing to you on behalf of the College of Alameda Children’s Center,
In hopes of deterring the decision to close the facility come June.

1 have lived in Alameda most of my life and the College of Alameda Children’s Center has played an
important role in my families’ lives. I attended this facility when I was about 3 years old which was over
two decades ago. My mother was attending the College of Alameda in hopes of improving upon her

- education in order to provide a better life for me. She could not have attended school if it was not for the
children’s center, with its flexible hours and pay rate.

Now, more than twenty years later, I have followed in my mother’s footsteps. In 2004, I enrolled at the
College of Alameda and began to take classes there. At the time I have a 2 year old who was quickly
accepted into the on-campus children’s center. He took right to the preschool immediately. The staff was so
patient, warm and welcoming and it gave me great comfort knowing that my baby was safe so that I was
able to focus completely on my studies. At age 4, my son graduated from the College of Alameda
Children’s Center with the confidence needed to begin his elementary school career.

After I graduated and began to take classes at the California State University, East Bay, I was looking for a
child care center for my second child to attend. Like before, my daughter was quickly accepied info the
program and I was able to set my mind at ease knowing she was in good hands.

I beg that you reconsider the closing of this facility. Not only has it helped me to eamn my bachelor’s degree
and begin a master’s program, it has helped many families that are struggling to get ahead. The Bay Area is
an expensive place to live and child care can be very costly. This can keep many parents from improving
upon their education and their lives. The College of Alameda Children’s Center has an income based fee
program which provides single parent families and low income families with more opportunity for
betterment.

The teachers at the children’s center are what make the facility what it is. My son still asks if he can come
with me to pick up his sister from school so that he can see his old teachers and remember the times he
spent there. It is important for these children to have this center to look back on and visit from time to
time. It builds memories as it has for me and my children as well. The classes are small which allows the
teachers to develop intimate relationships with their learners. It is a very small and safe facility and I would
hate to see it go. I have taken my children to both Head Start and the children’s center on campus at CSU,
East Bay and neither compared to the College of Alameda’s Children’s Center. It is truly a unique place
and I have found it to be a vital part of my children’s development and socialization. I enjoy seeing the
smile on my daughter’s face when she tells me about her day at school or talking with Ms. Cynthia about
what Nekah has been doing in class. Ms. Tsoi greets Nekah and I each morning and it makes it easier to
leave knowing that she is in good hands. All my years with the Facility, I have never encountered any
problems. The staff works as a team with the sole purpose of creating a world of discovery and confidence
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FAITHFULLY SERVING THE ISLAND COMMUNITY

" were it left to me to decide whether we should hove o go-

. ermment without newspapers, or newspapers without a govern-
ment, I shordd not hesitate o montent to prefer the lutter,”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1787
A PUBLICATION OF BAY AREA NEWS GROUP-EAST BAY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Save child care at
College of Alameda

Iam the morm of a 4-year-old who
attends the College of Alameda’s
Childreti Center.

For the past 80 years, this school
has given the city of Alameda an

.affordable, high-quality preschool
environment for our young ones. It
is not only comprised of gualified,
caring teachers and staff, but it’s one
rich with diversity. ;
 Moré than 14 languages are spo- |
ken at the school. The students come
from a mixed group of single moth-
~ ers, college students, working fami-
lies and moderate-incotne families.
The school has also done a wonderful
job of reaching out to the disabled
cormmunity, some of whom work and
. volunteéer at the center,

The Peralta College District board -
has proposed shutting down this
wonderful school as of July 1 due to
budget cuts. [ understand the reality
of our fiscal crisis in California. But
making this echool yet anothér vietim
of this erisis is just not acceptable. :

I and other parents have banded |

- together to do what we can to keep
the doors of this great treasure open. .
We are looking into grants/edu-
cational foundations, fundraising
opportunities, etc. We are callingon -

' the Alameda community to help us
in this effort to keep this school open.
Any ideas, insights, information and

ding sources that may be avail-
able to help us would bhe g0 greatly
appreciated,

Angie Watson-Hajjem




Nancy MacKay

2115 Damuth Street QOakland CA 94602
nancymackay@gmail com

26 April 2010

Board of Trustees
Peralta Community College District
Alameda, California

Re: Coliege of Alameda Children’s Center

Dear Trustees:

I am writing out of concern for the proposed closure of the Coliege of Alameda Children’s Center.
For over 30 years, the Center has provided affordable, quality childcare for the preschool children
of Alameda. Qut of the three child care centers in the College District, the Coilege of Alameda is
unique in a number of ways. It embraces ethnic diversity, with more than fourteen languages
represented among the students. it serves the disabled populations by utilizing the skills of
disabled staff and volunteers. It makes it possible for 2 number of parents in low and moderate
income ranges to attend cellege. These students, mostly single mothers, will not be able to
continue their education in the Center closes.

Please work and partner with the parents of the Center and other supporters to find a way to keep
this much needed center open. There are many options for funding that have yet to be explored,
including foundations, organizations and corporations that fund prescheol education and child
care centers. Peralta’s grant writer could help to secure some of these available funds. The
parents of the center have already expressed their desire to help fundraise, do outreach, work on
grants, give and coliect needed donations, whatever is needed to keep the doors open to the
center.

The College of Alameda Children's Center is not only a small treasure, it is 2 part of the Peraita
College District family. In saying that, we as 2 community-the district board, parents, teachers,
students, and others need to be make sure we do averything in our power to save and sustain
affordable, quality childcare for our children.

As an educator and California voter, | urge you to “say yes” to giving the Center the chance to
stay open, and to reverse the devastating trend in this state to ignore the importance of educating
our youth. '

Sincerely,

Nancy MacKay
Librarian, Milis College
Faculty, School! of Library and Information Science, San Jose State University




