
Peralta TV: An Overview 
 

Jeffrey Heyman 
Executive Director 

Marketing Public Relations and Communications 
Peralta Community College District 

 
November 9, 2010 

 

Origins 

 

The granting of a cable channel to the Peralta Community College District came by way 

of various cable franchise agreements between cities served by Peralta and their 

respective cable companies in the 1980s. Cable companies provided for community and 

educational access channels when negotiated as part of their service agreements with the 

cities. Peralta was granted a channel, along with the Oakland Unified School District and 

the City of Oakland in this way. For decades the agreement only referred to Peralta as 

“other educational bodies” until four years ago when we negotiated to include “Peralta 

Community College District” in the agreement.  

 

Continued use of the channel is subject to state law that now regulates cable TV 

franchises and is not granted in perpetuity. It differs from over-the-air broadcasting in 

that no license is issued and content is not regulated by the federal government. It cannot 

be “sold” or used for other than educational services as specified under state law. 

 

On February 11, 1980, “Channel S” began broadcasting to 21,000 subscribers of 

Teleprompter Cable in Oakland and Piedmont. Film professor Roger Ferragallo started 

PCTV in 1980, as a way for Peralta Colleges’ students to gain real-life television 

experience. Originally housed in Laney’s Theatre building, the station was first linked to 

cable TV through the Oakland Unified School District, of which it continues to share a 

role as one of only two educational cable-casters in Oakland.  

 

The station used instructor offices in the Laney Theatre building until it was moved  

“temporarily” to the 9th floor of the Laney Tower building in 1984. PCTV, as it was then 
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known, started cablecasting in Alameda in 1984 and received a grant from United Cable 

to refurbish the now defunct studio in the College of Alameda library in order to produce 

local programming. The station, although with offices and transmission facilities at 

Laney College, used the Alameda studio from 1984 to 1999 to produce programs. 

In the mid-1980s, the station was granted Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS) 

frequencies from the Federal Communications Commission. (ITFS was later renamed the 

Educational Broadband Service, or EBS.) A grant from the National Telecommunications 

and Information Administration, as part of the HiTel consortium to share educational 

funding between institutions, financed the purchase of transmitters and master control 

equipment. The plan to share educational programming through the ITFS system was 

never realized and, later, the station was able to lease the unused ITFS/EBS frequencies 

in order to generate revenue for its operations.   

 

Planning had been in place for the station to move to Merritt College, which has a large 

television studio and offices in the basement of the library, but for various reasons that 

move never took place. During the 1990s, professional staff was hired to ensure the 

reliable delivery of telecourse programs to students. At its peak, the telecourse program 

enrolled over 1,000 students, second in size to only College of San Mateo. As use of 

telecourse material waned and moved to the Internet, the staff turned its attention to 

supporting the colleges by producing programming that featured college events, faculty 

and students, educational programs and college sports.  

 

Peralta TV also produces community affairs programs that support the educational 

mission of the Peralta Colleges. Promotional programming include spots that promote 

enrollment and student services, feature academic and vocational programs at the 

colleges and highlight the success of our students. Peralta TV has won numerous awards 

for its programming, including national recognition. During the mid-2000s, the station 

renewed its relationship with the Laney Media Communications Department and reached 

out to students at the four Peralta Colleges to become involved with the station.  
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Explorations to broaden the station’s coverage and include over-the-air broadcasting (as 

opposed to cable-only) took place in 2007-08, coinciding with the FCC-mandated move 

of television from analog to digital transmission. A number of avenues were explored and 

serious talks took place with KMTP to provide Peralta TV with over-the-air transmitter 

time. However, the cost of leasing airtime from KMTP, $36,000 a month for six hours 

daily, while relatively reasonable, was beyond the budget of the station. (It should be 

noted from this how valuable the airtime is that the District and colleges have through 

Peralta TV, and the positive presence the station provides. The intrinsic value of this 

ability to have Peralta’s message communicated directly into over 200,000 homes should 

not be discounted.) 

 

As part of the renovation of the Laney Tower (planned for 2011), the station is being 

moved in December 2010 to two portable buildings adjacent to the General Services 

parking lot at the District Office.  

 

The station, originally known as PCTV and renamed Peralta TV in 2006, is currently 

carried on Comcast cable systems in Alameda, Berkeley, Emeryville, Oakland and 

Piedmont and parts of Contra Costa County, as well as on AT&T’s U-verse system. It is 

seen in well over 200,000 households throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.  

 

Staffing and Budget 

 

In the mid-1990s, the station had 11 staff members in addition to numerous student 

interns and contractors. The station then operated for a number of years with eight staff 

until it was reduced in 2008 to its current level of six fulltime staff members. Peralta TV 

also currently utilizes 11 contractors, many of who are either students or former students, 

as freelance camera operators to tape college events and provide sports coverage for 

college teams. In addition, Peralta TV and 9th Floor Radio mentor a varying number of 

interns each semester.  
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The annual budget for Peralta TV and 9th Floor Radio is $527,000, of which 47% is self-

funded through the revenue-generating activities of the station, which including outside 

production work. The station’s budget has been reduced 25-30% each of the last two 

years.  

 

Clients from which the station has produced revenue-generating programming include the 

Port of Oakland, the Oakland Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, Barbara Lee for 

Congress, the United Nations Environment Program and the City of San Francisco. 

Peralta TV charges competitive rates to provide these production services and earns up to 

$15,000 annually. Revenue is also generated through an $11.7 million frequency 

spectrum lease agreement for unused EBS frequencies. In addition to one-time payments, 

which have provided a reserve fund for the equipment needs of the station, the agreement 

provides $20,000 per month that pays the salaries of four fulltime staff. 

 

In addition to the revenue from Clearwire, when the new Cable Franchise Agreement is 

passed by the Oakland City Council (under negotiations for 12 years, it is expected to be 

approved this fall), Peralta TV will see additional revenue of about $200,000 per year for 

capital improvements.  

 

Award-Winning Educational Program Production 

 

Peralta TV also produces original content, such as documentaries, sports coverage and 

programs that feature college events such as lectures, student forums, drama and dance, 

and other events that highlight the Peralta Colleges. From 2005-09, Peralta TV received 

15 national and regional awards – including several gold medals – for its program 

production and is known nationwide as a leader in community college television. This is 

a noteworthy accomplishment considering the station’s limited budget and small number 

of staff. Unfortunately, due to recent budget reductions, the number of in-house 

productions has been limited. 
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Since 1996, Peralta TV has produced the bi-weekly broadcasts of the Peralta Community 

College District’s Board of Trustees meetings. The Board meetings – as well as other 

special events such as workshops and public forums – are presented live and then 

repeated during the week so that audiences will have a chance to view these important 

forums. The meetings are also archived on Granicus for Web-based on-demand viewing. 

Peralta TV was responsible for bringing Granicus to Peralta and worked closely with the 

company to provide a service that promotes transparency and shared governance. 

 

A key series produced by Peralta TV that gained a sizable community audience and much 

positive media attention was Talk Back, the award-winning three-season program that 

kept its finger on the pulse of the social and political landscape of the East Bay from a 

student perspective. Using student interns, former students and community members, the 

program featured teachers and students from the Peralta Colleges and topics of interest to 

the community including health, art, music, politics and fashion.  

 

A partial list of Peralta Colleges guests who appeared on Talk Back include Elnora 

Webb, formerly Dean of Humanities, Language Arts and Social Sciences of Laney 

College, current president of Laney College; Matthew Goldstein, Laney College English 

Professor; Tyler Thompson with the Chinese Orchestra at Laney; Dawn Elissa Fischer, 

who taught a hip-hop anthology course at Laney College; Ray Patlan, Laney College art 

professor; Joan Brezin, teacher from Berkeley City College and organizer for the 

Vietnam War and California Exhibit at Oakland Museum; Indra Thadani, Laney College 

Health Services Coordinator; Peter Freund, former Berkeley City College Media 

Department Professor; Ray Richardson Laney College African-American Studies 

Professor; Tom Fitz, Laney College Architecture Professor; Melvin Haywood, president 

of Laney College's Associated Students; and other students and faculty.  Unfortunately, 

due to budget limitations, Talk Back is no longer produced.  

 

Sustainable Peralta is a series Peralta TV produced that is dedicated to transforming the 

Peralta Community College District’s educational culture, physical operations and 
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administrative philosophy towards environmental sustainability. Although no longer 

produced due to budget reductions, past programs continue to air.  

 

Keepin’ It Reel is a 30-minute program that showcases short films produced by Laney 

College students enrolled in the Media Communications Department. Peralta TV has 

worked in partnership with the Laney Media Communications Department and professor 

Marla Leech since November 2005, creating 26 episodes produced for broadcast by 

Laney students. New episodes are broadcast on Fridays, with four repeats during the 

week for a total of three hours per week of airtime exposure for these Laney filmmakers. 

 

Peralta TV – and the District as a whole – received a great deal of attention and positive 

media coverage for Merritt College: Home of the Black Panthers. This original 

documentary, narrated by Congresswoman Barbara Lee, was one of the station’s 

crowning achievements in terms of production and scale, not to mention the awards and 

accolades it garnered. It won several awards, including a national gold medal, and was 

shown at the United Nations during a weeklong event in remembrance of the victims of 

slavery. Hundreds of copies of Peralta TV’s documentary have been provided to schools, 

colleges and universities for use in African American Studies, Political Science and 

History courses around the country.  

 

P-SPAN is up-to-the-minute coverage of events at the four Peralta Colleges. Inspired by 

cable-TV’s C-SPAN, P-SPAN is Peralta TV’s spin on this successful newsgathering 

formula. P-PSAN has covered political lectures by guest speakers such as Daniel 

Ellsberg, Robert Reich (former U.S. Secretary of Labor), Arne Duncan (current U.S. 

Secretary of Education), Cindy Sheehan and Matt Gonzales. P-SPAN has also been there 

for the conferences on Urban Sustainability, Green Technology and many other topics, 

that have taken place at the District and the Colleges. P-SPAN also covers Peralta 

graduations and arts events and performances. New episodes debut each Wednesday and 

are repeated four times during the week. Archived episodes of P-SPAN may be viewed 

online at P-SPAN’s Website.  
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Seed Up! is a 30-minute program by and about Merritt’s Landscape Horticulture 

Department. Currently in its third season, Seed Up! introduces the viewing audience to 

the classes, students, teachers and projects comprising the renowned Landscape 

Horticulture Department at Merritt. Peralta TV works closely with Merritt College 

student Patti Tauscher, who serves as producer, by providing equipment, support with 

editing, including graphics and music, and even promotion of the program . 

 

Rites of Passage, an award-winning program, was produced to be the voice of young, at-

risk women coming of age in the East Bay.  The program was unique as it was produced 

entirely by young women. This gave these women a means to not only tell their stories, 

but also provided them with much-needed television production experience in a field 

where women are under-represented. The hosts and guests discuss the difficult issues that 

women and girls face and offer solutions and resources. By looking at the intersections of 

gender, race and class, the program strives to use TV to reach young women in a format 

created by and for them. Due to budget limitations, the program is no longer produced. 

 

Peralta TV was also contracted by the United Nations to provide the international 

broadcast feed of the events surrounding the 2005 World Environment Day in San 

Francisco. The station produced daily news feeds distributed by satellite to hundreds of 

broadcasters worldwide and also produced a series of programs for the United Nations 

and the City of San Francisco, as well as for broadcast on Peralta TV.   

 

Another show produced by Peralta TV was Peralta News, which gave Laney and 

Berkeley City College media department students a chance to be anchors on a weekly 

news magazine. Due to budget limitations, Peralta News is no longer produced. 

 

The Sealed Letter is a Peralta TV co-production with Laney College Media Department 

student Sandra Smith, who interned at the station. Peralta TV staff helped with story 

development, shooting, provided equipment and crew, assisted with directing, and gave 

advice about editing. As part of her internship at Peralta TV, Sandra Smith turned The 
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Sealed Letter into a film, winning best short at the New York International Film Festival 

in 2009 and opening the Oakland International Film Festival to much praise.  

 

Peralta TV has produced the Oakland Children’s Holiday Parade under contract from 

the Oakland Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce for the past eight years. One of the 

largest parades in the country – over 50,000 people line the streets of downtown Oakland 

to watch – the parade not only provides revenue for the station, but also showcases the 

District and colleges. Peralta TV’s production of the parade is carried nationwide by over 

100 PBS stations (including several in the Bay Area and Northern California), thus 

providing priceless publicity for the Peralta Colleges locally as well as across the country.  

 

Cinepod, which is a co-production with Peralta TV, started in September 2006 and is 

now in its sixth season.  The program is a journey through cinema by renowned film 

critic and film producer Roger Garcia, as he looks at the world of international cinema 

and its inhabitants. Garcia travels from Europe to Asia and attends the world’s major film 

festivals and looks into the different tributaries of film history as he interviews 

established and upcoming filmmakers, critics and film festival curators.  

 

A Dialog on Race from a Black Perspective was a documentary inspired by 

ColorStuck, a one-man play about race by Donald Lacy performed at Laney College. 

Peralta TV produced this hard-hitting, controversial documentary that looked closely at 

the questions of race and identity raised by the African American community. The 

production won a national gold medal award for best college video program.  

 

In Your Face Sports was an exciting, behind the scenes look at underrepresented local 

sports, highlighting such activities such as golf, kick boxing and even sharp shooting with 

an emphasis on student fitness. The host was a former College of Alameda student.  

 

Ground Level Perspective is a new 30-minute program that is a Peralta TV co-

production with Laney Media Communications Department student and Oakland native, 

Kymm Wilson, who is the creator and host. The program gets the “ground level 
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perspective” on local unsung heroes and heroines, as well as introducing viewers to some 

of the emerging movers and shakers in our community. The first season’s guest list 

included best selling author Terry McMillian, Judge Stuart Hing, filmmaker Samm 

Styles, NFL Player Lorenzo Booker, actor/comedian Tony Rock and more 

 

In 2008, Peralta TV raised the production quality of The Peralta Colleges’ sporting events 

broadcasts by developing The Peralta Colleges Sports Authority, otherwise known as 

PTVSports. PTVSports has captured Football, Volleyball, Water Polo, Soccer, 

Basketball, Baseball and Track & Field games that take place at College of Alameda, 

Laney and Merritt, broadcasting twice per week with a live game, when possible, and a 

weekend repeat for the armchair athlete. 

 

PTVSports has built an impressive catalog of sports accolades from the three Peralta 

Colleges with collegiate sports teams, including coaches, players and the viewing public. 

What’s more, Peralta TV/PTVSports utilizes these collegiate sporting events to highlight 

the Peralta Colleges and encourage incoming student-athletes to attend and participate in 

the Peralta Colleges sports programs.  

 

PTVSports utilizes student interns from the Laney College Media Department Sports 

Broadcasting class and contractors, most former students, each semester for the 

production of televised Peralta Colleges sporting events. Due to the different levels of the 

production, each is assigned a particular duty and function, such as camera operators, 

production, talent/reporter, sound, replay and graphics.  

 

Although the budget for the station’s sports coverage has been reduced nearly 55% since 

last year and coverage of some collegiate sports has been cut, this kind of professional-

level sports production experience provides excellent real-life training for students 

seeking a broadcast career, continuing the original mission of the station as envisioned by 

its founder film professor Roger Ferragallo. 
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Other Peralta TV original productions include:  

 

• Empowering the Next Generation: Universal Learning Project (Peralta Colleges) 

• Films For Democracy Series and election coverage (In conjunction with Merritt, 

College of Alameda and the League of Women Voters) 

• Windows to the World  

• Laney College Business Symposium (In conjunction with the Laney Business 

Department) 

• Sierra At Large 

• Run TV 

• Local Independent 

• For the Love of Art: Theatre in New York Documentary 

• Planetary Alignment (In conjunction with Laney Media Communications and 

Theatre Departments) 

• Laney Stages documentary (In conjunction with the Laney Theatre Department) 

• Empowerment or Exploitation: Life as a Sex Worker (Featuring the story of a 

Laney College student; the documentary won a national award) 

• EarthDance Films Project 

• Environmental Focus 

 

It should also be noted that in an agreement with San Francisco City College, a number 

of Peralta TV programs, including In your Face Sports, Keepin' It Reel and Rites of 

Passage also air on City College’s TV station. In addition, the Talk Back series aired in 

San Francisco on SF Public Access. This gives Peralta, and our students, additional 

exposure outside of our immediate service area.  

 

Cost-Saving Educational Programming Acquisition 

 

Peralta TV programs are diverse, educational, informative and of high quality, both in 

terms of content and broadcast standards. In the last few years, the station’s program 

director, Michelle Lee, has successfully acquired a wide array of broadcast license 
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agreements for Peralta TV either for free or at very little cost to the station. This has 

allowed Peralta TV to provide students and the community with programming that rivals 

the larger educational and public broadcasters in the Bay Area – KQED, KTEH and 

KCSM – at a fraction of their operating budgets. This noteworthy educational 

programming not only informs, but also attracts an audience to Peralta TV that provides 

invaluable positive exposure for the Peralta Colleges and the District as a whole.  

 

Through key program acquisitions and inventive technological planning, Peralta TV 

provides popular satellite programs, such as Democracy Now, Mosaic and DW Journal, 

to cable subscribers who ordinarily would not have access to these programs without 

expensive satellite subscriptions. The station also broadcasts many national and 

international award-winning programs, major film festivals and worldwide TV networks 

most of which, because of their diverse nature (71 countries are currently represented) do 

not receive exposure on mainstream television or PBS outlets. This is a highly valuable 

educational and community service Peralta TV provides to its viewers. The majority of 

the programs aired on the station are recommended by the National Educational 

Telecommunications Association.  

 

Peralta TV is also a resource for community involvement; not only does Peralta TV 

participate in local events, but the station also features many locally-produced programs 

by East Bay filmmakers, non-profit organizations and at-risk youth. To educate, raise 

viewers' awareness and to support the Sustainable Peralta Initiative, the station has also 

increased its airing of programs on sustainability over the past several years, including:  

 

• Sustainable Planet (60 min., weekly) 

• Living Green (30 min., 7-part series) 

• Living Moment (30 sec., 11 shorts) 

• EcoNews (30 min., on-going series) 

• Newlygreens & Green By Design (30 min., on-going series) 

• Green Matters (30 min., 15-part series) 

• Earth Focus (30 min., on-going series) 
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• California’s Green (30 min., 24-part series) 

• Power Shift: Energy+Sustainability and Norish: Food+Community (30 min., two-

part PBS series) 

 

Staff at Peralta TV are diligent about seeking out and acquiring an ever-changing variety 

of quality educational programming, and the current 2010-11 line-up is no exception. 

Programming is selected to provide a wide-range of ideas and views to further the 

educational mission of the Peralta Colleges.  

 

Most of the programming broadcast on the station has been acquired at no cost to the 

District through careful negotiation by the programming director. Over 85 hours of 

programming per week are acquired by Peralta TV at no cost, including the following 

programs: 

 

• Great Decisions 2011 (10 episodes, PBS) 

• Drexel Interview (16 episodes, PBS, American Public Television) 

• California’s Green (24 episodes, PBS) 

• Earth Focus (10 episodes) 

• A Taste of History (13 episodes) 

• California’s Gold (40 episodes) 

• NASA 360 (16 episodes) 

• California’s Heartland (15 episodes) 

• Living Smart with Patricia Gras (65 episodes) 

• Healthy Flavors (24 episodes) 

• Living Green (7 episodes) 

• Ciao Italia (51 episodes, PBS) 

• Gardening Rhythms (18 episodes) 

• Outlook (on-going) 

• Full Disclosure Network (30 episodes) 

• California’s Golden Parks (40 episodes) 

• Global 3000 (new episode weekly, Deusche Welle) 
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• Arts. 21 (new episode weekly, Deusche Welle) 

• DW Journal (week days, Deusche Welle) 

• Mosaic (weekdays, LinkTV) 

• European Journal (daily) 

• Kids a Cookin’ (28 episodes) 

• The Wood Whisperer (18 episodes) 

• Flavors of America (22 episodes) 

• Explore (23 episodes) 

• Kennedy Performance Arts Series (on-going) 

• World Music Blocks (on-going) 

• Massachusetts School of Law (on-going) 

• Classic Arts Showcase (on-going) 

• Travel Lite (on-going) 

• You Are What You Eat (on-going) 

• Sustainable Planet (on-going) 

• Free Speech TV (11 hours/week) 

• Link TV (15 hours/week) 

 

Peralta TV, through the work of its programming director, also showcases many award 

winning programs and films from the top international film festivals, including: 

 

• INPUT 

• Festival de Cannes  

• Vénice International Film Festival 

• Hong Kong International Film Festival 

• Berlin International Film Festival 

• Tokyo International Film Festival 

• Pusan International Film Festival 

• Toronto International Film Festival 

• Sundance Film Festival 

• Taipei International Film Festival 
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• Shanghai International Film Festival 

• Bangkok International Film Festival 

• Cinemalaya 

• Los Angeles International Film Festival 

• San Francisco Asian American International Film Festival 

• San Francisco International Film Festival 

• San Francisco Documentary Film Festival 

• San Francisco Independent Film Festival 

• San Francisco International Latino Film Festival 

• Berkeley Film and Video Festival 

• Palm Springs International Film Festival 

• Los Angeles International Short Film Festival 

• Earth Vision Film Festival 

• Human Rights Watch International Film Festival 

• Moscow International Film Festival 

• Black Movie Festival 

• AFI Film Festival 

• European Documentary Film Festival 

• Hawaii Film Festival 

• Youth Film Festival 

• Oakland International Film Festival 

• Mill Valley Film Festival 

 

 

The acquisition of programs at little or no cost began before these tough economic times 

and has proven a cost-saving measure that at the same time provides quality 

programming – and a positive image of the Peralta Colleges – to the community. The 

station’s program acquisition policy is the driving principle that has allowed Peralta TV 

to move closer to being a completely self-sustaining station.  
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College and Educational Program Promotion Spots 

 

Over the years, Peralta TV has produced a large number of promotional videos for the 

four Peralta Colleges generally as well as individual educational and vocational program 

videos for specific college departments.  

 

When the District was seeking to increase enrollment, the station produced award-

winning TV commercials that focused on target demographics. Not only were these spots 

effective when shown on the station (and on mainstream broadcast outlets), but 

significant increases in enrollment could be measured as a result of their production and 

broadcast. A number of the spots – along with radio commercials also produced in 

conjunction with Peralta TV – were produced in Spanish and Chinese in addition to 

English. The ability to produce such high-quality spots in-house has saved the District 

several hundred thousand dollars over the past ten years.  

 

With enrollment growth no longer a priority, the station has focused on producing 

promotions and informational programming that helps build the image of the institution 

and that emphasizes our college programs and the success of our students. This positive 

messaging is cross-platform, with videos being broadcast, shown at events, posted to 

college Websites and featured on Peralta TV’s YouTube channel, as well as Peralta’s 

Facebook page and Twitter feed.  

 

For each college, sophisticated “music video style” promos that incorporate fast edits, 

bright graphics and driving music are produced. Created for each college, the videos 

include shots of students and faculty, classes, campus life and our larger Peralta 

community. The informational promos highlight the energy, diversity and vitality of each 

of our colleges.  

 

Additionally, Peralta TV has produced student testimonial-style promos entitled “Laney 

Works for Me” and “Berkeley City College Transformed My Life.” These promos 
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feature students and recent graduates reflecting on the successes they’ve achieved in life 

as a result of attending and graduating from these two Peralta Colleges. 

 

More recently, the station has been working on a series of short academic and vocational 

department informational videos. These promos are produced in a documentary style and 

are driven by interviews with students and instructors from various classes. They provide 

information about the department and provide real points of view of student experiences. 

These short, snappy pieces highlight the diversity of academic experiences available at 

the Peralta Colleges, and inform viewers of their educational options. Since January 

2010, the station has produced promos highlighting nine departments, with four more 

currently in production. 

 

All of these 2-3 minute promos air on Peralta TV, are shown on the Web and are 

available to the departments as recruiting tools. The overall effect is to portray the core 

work of the District and colleges – teaching and learning – in a positive light and 

underscore the quality educational opportunities that we offer at the Peralta Colleges.  

 

9th Floor Radio 

 

9th Floor Radio is an Internet radio station and production studio within Peralta TV. In 

2004, the Chancellor wished to establish a student radio station for the Peralta Colleges. 

A frequency spectrum search was conducted but no available frequencies were located. 

With the changes in technology and Internet media, it was decided to start an Internet 

radio station featuring student and community programming, much in the model of 

KALX, UC Berkeley’s radio station. An initial budget of $10,000 was established for 

equipment needed to start the station. The current annual budget for 9th Floor Radio is 

$70,000, which is included within Peralta TV’s budget.  

 

9th Floor Radio, which broadcasts 24 hours a day, seven days a week, is a community 

resource to East Bay residents and Peralta Colleges students interested in media 

production. The station facilitates 25 community programs weekly that are aired over its 
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Website, through various Internet radio aggregators, such as WunderRadio. The station 

also provides RSS feeds of podcasts available for download and subscription. By the end 

2010, the station will experience more than 50,000 downloads of its podcasts.  

 

The format is cultural, eccentric and diverse. Each show is produced by an East Bay 

resident and/or Peralta Colleges student. A few stand out student shows are The Black 

Hour, New Histories for New Times and The Electric Velvet Sound.  

 

The Black Hour documents the voices of Laney’s African American students, often 

resulting in interesting student debate. New Histories for New Times brings us a rotating 

cast of up-and-coming East Bay comedians. The Electric Velvet Sound showcases 

forgotten, underground, and obscure music from all around the world. These three shows 

are also a great example of the diverse content that can be found on 9th Floor Radio.  

  

In addition to the these radio shows, 9th Floor Radio produces a weekly podcast and 

television show called 9th Floor Radio Presents, which focuses on the local music scene. 

The program can be seen on Peralta TV and is distributed via a number of social media 

Websites each week. In spite of its limited budget and resources, 9th Floor Radio 

produces a considerable amount of quality content. All of the station’s DJ’s work on a 

volunteer basis. The station has two student interns who work approximately 5-8 hours 

per week. Students can receive credit for interning with 9th Floor Radio through Peralta’s 

Cooperative Education Program. 

  

Two contractors, who are active in the local music scene, coordinate the station’s 

operation and are responsible for scheduling, equipment training, video editing and Web 

maintenance, including the primary site as well as corresponding sites such as Vimeo, 

YouTube, Facebook, MySpace and Twitter. Staff also handle the recording of live events 

(such as Laney College’s World Music Series) as well as event coordination, promo 

production and graphic design.  
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9th Floor Radio broadcasts the award-winning, locally produced program Making 

Contact, Monday-Friday, 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. The program, produced in Oakland by the 

National Radio Project, is a weekly magazine/documentary-style public affairs program 

heard on over 200 radio stations in the United States, Canada, South Africa and Ireland. 

Making Contact is committed to in-depth critical analysis that goes beyond the breaking 

news. Showcasing voices and perspectives rarely heard in mainstream media, the 

program focuses on the human realities of politics and the connections between local and 

global events, emphasizing positive and creative ways to solve problems.  

 

Over the last three years, 9th Floor Radio has hosted 52 unique programs – and 1,004 

individual show episodes – all of which are archived on the station’s Website. Currently 

there are 25 programs, some weekly, some monthly, produced at the station.  

 

The following radio shows are produced by current or former Peralta students, faculty or 

staff: 

 

• The Black Hour (Reginald James)  

• Coffee Break (Brendan Pedder) 

• The Electric Velvet Sound  (Josh Peterson) 

• G-Spot (Willie Bermudez) 

• Jazzology-Remixed (Toni Grandberry) 

• The Kickback (Jena Perry) 

• Labyrinth (Hana Lee) 

• The Missing Box (Alese Osborn) 

• Movies on the Radio (Wilson Linker) 

• New Histories For New Times (Neil Ben Sinclair) 

• Laney World Music Series (various faculty/students) 

• Revolting (Jeff Heyman and Didi Fitzgerald) 

• Stay Connected (Yvonne Thompson) 
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Technology and New Media   

 

Peralta TV has always embraced technology. Whether it was the advances of community 

video in the 1980s, telecourse delivery of the 1990s or streaming social media in the 21st 

Century, the station has always kept pace – and often set the pace – with technology.  

 

Peralta TV was an early adaptor, in 2006, of streaming video through the Web and set up 

one of the first 24/7 video streams of any college television station in the country. At the 

time, even the major TV networks were not fully streaming their programming. Delivery 

through these means – and now on-demand through Granicus, YouTube, Vimeo and 

other Web-based media – has allowed Peralta TV to reach audience outside of the service 

area provided by our cable franchise agreements. Should those agreements change, 

Peralta TV is well poised to provide educational programming through a range of media.  

 

To date, Peralta TV’s YouTube channel has had 100,004 total upload views.  

 

In the past five years, Peralta TV and 9th Floor Radio have established the following 

Web-based media platforms:  

• http://peralta.tv/ 

• http://www.9thfloorradio.com/ 

• http://pspanperalta.blogspot.com/ 

• http://peraltaccd.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2 

• http://www.youtube.com/user/peraltatv 

• http://www.youtube.com/9thfloorradio 

• http://blackpanthersthemovie.com/ 

• http://vimeo.com/ninthfloorradio 

• http://twitter.com/9thfloorradio 

• http://www.myspace.com/9thfloorradio 

• http://www.facebook.com/pages/9th-Floor-Radio/47815144629 

• http://www.facebook.com/pages/PTVSports/318324689303 

• http://www.cinepod.net/ 
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• http://sierraatlarge.blogspot.com/ 

• http://www.ritesofpassage.tv/ 

• http://www.peralta.cc.ca.us/talkback/ 

• http://talkbackcentral.com/    

• http://peralta.edu/pctv/w2w.html   

 

Staff and Key Contractors  

 

Jeffrey Heyman (Executive Director), in addition to over 20 years of public relations 

and communications experience, has an accomplished background in leading broadcast 

operations worldwide. In the 1990s, Heyman, in addition to his duties as a deputy 

spokesperson for United Nations peacekeeping missions, oversaw UN broadcast 

operations and managed national radio stations in Cambodia, former Yugoslavia, Angola 

and Rwanda. Heyman also worked closely with radio and television reporters and 

producers, including such broadcasters as ABC and CBS news, CNN, BBC, NPR and 

others. He has also produced conflict resolution television programming for international 

organizations and was Acting General Manager for the post-war national broadcast 

network in Bosnia and Herzegovina, transitioning the public broadcaster from 

international to local management. Heyman received a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts 

from San Francisco State University, with a minor in Broadcast Communication Arts.   

 

Jim Stein (TV Broadcast Coordinator) has been Peralta TV's chief engineer since 1990. 

He started as a student volunteer at Peralta TV in 1986. Stein holds a BA in Mass 

Communication from California State University, East Bay, as well as certificates in 

Television Production and Television Technician from Laney College. In 1996, Stein 

designed and built the video control room at Peralta’s District Office. Stein oversees all 

technical operations at Peralta TV, including the installation and maintenance of 

equipment for broadcast and production, specifying and purchasing equipment, design of 

new facilities and engineering duties during production. Recent projects include video 

control room engineering at the District boardroom, implementation of server technology 

in the broadcast control room and editing bays at the station and design of video systems 
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for the new control room being built this fall. In addition to engineering projects, Stein 

recruits and trains student volunteers and interns, makes recommendations for equipment 

purchases to the Laney Media Communications Department, assists the Laney Media 

Communications Department with the installation of studio equipment, ensures 

compliance with FCC regulations, works with the Oakland city government on District-

related cable television issues and works with Comcast and AT&T to ensure continued 

carriage of the District’ channel. He also teaches classes in Laney’s Media Department.  

 

Michelle Lee (Program Specialist) brings a lifelong love of dance, music, theater, travel, 

cinema and television to her duties as a programming director at Peralta TV. Prior joining 

Peralta TV in 2004, Lee, who has a double degree in film and television, was a filmmaker 

and producer. Lee has been involved in many productions, TV shoots and film festivals. 

She has experience with, and has worked in, almost every technical and administrative 

position, from small independent film productions to large studio film and TV shoots. 

Her most recent film is Pirouette, which she filmed entirely on location in the Bay Area. 

Lee is an active member of the local independent film scene, working with the San 

Francisco Independent Film Festival, San Francisco International Film Festival and on 

other projects to support local independent filmmaking.  

Taylor Wansley (Television Production Technician) has been a full-time producer at 

Peralta TV since 2008, although he worked for the station for five years prior in a variety 

of part-time functions. Wansley has an impressive background in film and television 

production, including a degree from the New York Film Academy. A talented writer and 

gifted creative director, Wansley’s young, hip and fresh perspective can be seen in a 

wide-range of Peralta TV promos and other productions.  

 

Josh Kahn (Television Production Technician) was hired at Peralta TV in 2008. Kahn 

brought to Peralta TV 15 years of television production experience for East Bay 

community media organizations. A former Peralta Colleges student, Kahn has taken 

classes with Laney’s Media Communications and Berkeley’s Multimedia Arts 

departments. He has also run a production company focused on creating powerful videos 

for non-profits and government agencies.  
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Jay Calhoun (Television Production Technician) joined the Peralta TV production staff 

in 2008.  Calhoun came to the station from Marcus Book Stores where he spent ten years 

as Marketing Manager and Audio/Video Producer. Additionally, he is an award winning 

independent music and video producer who has worked on three major motion pictures, 

four documentaries, 13 music albums and was nominated for an award for his holiday 

television special. 

 

Cecilia Vazquez (Television Production Technician) operates Peralta TV’s master 

control, which provides for all the station’s transmission of programming to the cable 

companies. Vasquez joined the team in January of this year and holds a Bachelor's 

Degree in Radio/Television from San Francisco State University. Prior to joining Peralta 

TV, Vasquez worked at KTVU and KPIX as their Electronic Graphics Operator during 

live newscasts.  

 

Melissa Neal (Contractor) has been coordinating 9th Floor Radio since 2007. She is 

responsible for scheduling programming, coordinating DJs, production of PSAs and other 

programming, publicity for the station and ensuring Webcasts over the station’s Website. 

Neal also keeps busy in the local music scene, bringing that knowledge and experience to 

9th Floor Radio to keep the programming fresh and vibrant. She holds a BA in Fine Arts 

from Mills College and is often involved in various discussions and practices of digital 

art. 

 

Joe Sullivan (Contractor), who has been associated with Peralta TV since 1997, has been 

producing P-SPAN since 2006, when he left fulltime employment at the station to form 

his own video production company. In addition to producing P-SPAN, he also produces 

weekly Webcasts and other video content for such companies as Xerox PARC and Jamba 

Juice. Sullivan holds a BA in Film from San Francisco State University. 


