
PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT                                                                     
Board of Trustees Agenda Report 
For the Trustee Meeting Date of April 9, 2013 

 
ITEM TITLE:  
Consider Approval to enter into an Agreement with Terraphase Engineers to Provide 
Topographic, Utility, and Geotechnical Surveys for the Laney College Building Efficiency 
for a Sustainable Tomorrow (B.E.S.T.) for a not-to exceed amount of $35,500   
 
SPECIFIC BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:   
Approval is requested to enter into an Agreement with Terraphase Engineers to provide 
topographic, utility, and geotechnical surveys for the Laney College Building Efficiency for a 
Sustainable Tomorrow (B.E.S.T.) Center, for a not-to-exceed fee of $35,500.  

 
ITEM SUMMARY:  

A formal Request for Information (RFI) was advertised in a publication of general circulation 
on February 6 & 13, 2013.  On February 26, 2013, the Purchasing Department received 
four (4) proposals from qualified firms that had licensed professionals to conduct 
environmental/geotechnical, topographical and utility surveys for the Laney College 
Building Efficiency for a Sustainable Tomorrow also known as the BEST Center.   

A selection committee was formed comprising of representatives from the District and an 
observer from the Purchasing Department.  As shown below, four (4) engineering firms 
submitted proposals and fees for this project.  During the interview process, each 
engineering firm was evaluated by three evaluators and they provided points on their 
performance.   Each engineering firm’s performance was evaluated based on the following 
District’s evaluative criteria:  1) qualifications and experience, 2) client references, 3) price 
on the service, 4) submittal requirements for product recommendation, 5) environmentally 
sustainable procurement, and 6) Small Local Business Enterprise (SLBE) qualification.  
Based on this assessment, Terraphase Engineers received the highest points of 293 on 
their interview.  Additionally they provided the lowest total cost fee for the requested 
service, for a not-to-exceed amount of $35,500 to provide engineering services for the 
B.E.S.T. Center. 

 

Firms Location Price Evaluation Committee 

  
 

  1 2 3 
Total 

Points
Terraphase Engineers Oakland, CA $35,500 98 100 95 293 
BKF/Cornerstone 
Engineers/Surveyors/Planners 

 
Oakland, CA $128,875 84 60 70 214 

SANDIS Civil Engineers, 
Surveyors, and Planners 

 
Oakland, CA $47,550 68 70 70 208 

Geosphere Consultants Inc. San Ramon, CA $82,700 91 73 83 247 

Under this Agreement, Terraphase Engineers will produce for the District a Phase 1 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) report to identify noticeable environmental 
conditions (RECs) of the project site.  The Phase 1 ESA will be performed in general 
accordance with the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standard practice 



E 1527-05 and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) applicable inquiry 
standard effective November 6, 2006.   

Additionally Terraphase Engineering environmental scope of services will include 
but is not limited to the following: 

 Update the existing Geologic Hazards Assessment for Laney College.  The 
final report will satisfy each applicable requirements of Note 48 of the 
California Geological Survey. 

 Evaluate the presence of hazardous substances and/or petroleum products 
on the project site or near the site. 

 Review of background information on site setting and history of site usage 
(e.g., topography, site drainage, local soil and geologic characteristics, 
groundwater and surface water sources, water and wastewater utilities, and 
land use. 

 Complete reconnaissance-level site visit and visual observation of 
neighboring properties 

 Review of regulatory records concerning the site and surrounding area 

 Evaluate data and prepare the final report. 

 Work with sub-consultant, Kister, Savio & Rei, Inc. to perform and complete 
the topographic survey. 

 Provide a utility survey that will identify sub-surface utilities at future location 
of the BEST center. 

 
The Chancellor recommends approval. 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS (AND FISCAL/BUDGETARY IMPACT): 
Measure A, as approved by the voters in Peralta’s constituency and authorized under 
Resolution 05/06-45, Laney College, “Classroom and facilities repairs and grounds 
improvements,” Merritt College, “Classroom and facilities repairs and grounds 
improvements,” College of Alameda, “Remodeling and equipping classroom and 
campus facilities,” and Berkeley City College, “Plumbing, electrical, mechanical system 
upgrades and improvements.” 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 
On February 26, 2013, the Purchasing Department received four (4) RFI proposals from 
four (4) qualified firms that had licensed professionals to conduct 
environmental/geotechnical, topographical and utility surveys.  These surveys are essential 
to proceed with for the proposed Laney College Building Efficiency for a Sustainable 
Tomorrow facility (BEST Center).  This service is necessary because community college 
projects are subject to reviews by the Division of the State Architect (DSA).  This service will 
comply with the Division of the State Architect (DSA) requirements for community college 
projects.  DSA has specific requirements including the number of borings per square foot of 
new building area.  The California Geological Survey (CGS) has a detailed checklist with 
required parameters.  For this new building project, DSA and CGS require a minimum of two 
explorations per building and one exploration per 5,000 square feet of building footprint.   
 



The four (4) firms that provided proposals consist of BKF Engineers/Surveyors/Planners, 
Terraphase Engineers, Geosphere Consultants, Inc., and SANDIS Civil Engineers, Surveyors 
and Planners.  Terraphase Engineers and their sub-consultant, Kister Savio and Rei (KSR), 
have extensive experience working on other projects for the District, such as the Laney 
College Student Center.  Terraphase Engineers has extensive experience negotiating with 
the California Geological Survey (CGS) regarding geotechnical investigations and 
foundation types at Laney College.  In 2004, KSR performed utility and aerial mapping of 
the campus. 
 
DELIVERABLES AND SCOPE OF WORK: 
Deliverables from vendors will include environmental, geotechnical, topographical, and 
utility surveys to meet all applicable regulatory codes. 
 
ANTICIPATED COMPLETION DATE: 
The anticipated completion date for the Laney College Surveys for the BEST Center is 
May 30, 2013. 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS: 
Not Applicable 
 
EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
The administration recommends approval by the Board of Trustees because the above 
services are essential in starting the design for the BEST Center. 
 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS IMPACTED BY THIS ACTION (E.G. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY):      
                   YES                                   NO             X              
 
COMMENTS: 
All Board recommended contracts are subject to negotiation and execution by the 
Chancellor. 
 
WHO WILL BE PRESENTING THIS ITEM AT THE BOARD MEETING?  Vice Chancellor Ikharo 
 
(*****Board contract approval is subject to negotiation and execution by the Chancellor.) 
DOCUMENT PREPARED BY: 
Prepared by: Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo                                   Date:  April 2, 2013_ 

 Vice Chancellor of General Services 
 
 
DOCUMENT PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY: 
 
Presented and approved by:  Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo                  Date:  April 2, 2013_        
                                               Vice Chancellor of General Services 
 

 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT REVIEW 
 
       X       Finance review required _     ___ Finance review not required 



 
If Finance review is required, determination is:           Approved           Not Approved 
 
If not approved, please give reason:             
 
              
 

Signature:   Ronald Gerhard     Date:  __   
Ron Gerhard, Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration 
 

 
GENERAL COUNSEL   (Legality and Format/adherence to Education Codes): 
 

              Legal review required                   Legal review not required 
 
If Legal review is required, determination is:            Approved           Not Approved 
 

Signature:   Thuy Thi Nguyen          Date:  ____________          
          Thuy Thi Nguyen, General Counsel 
 
 
CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE APPROVAL 
 
   _       Approved, and Place on Agenda                                                            Not Approved, but 
Place on Agenda  
      

Signature: José M. Ortiz                             Date:  __      
 Dr. José M. Ortiz, Chancellor 

 














