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SSTF, Dec 2012: 

“More than 70% of community 

college students enter the system 

under-prepared to do college-

level work. A majority of these are 

first generation college students, 

low-income, and/or 

underrepresented groups.”



ARCC Student Success Scorecard 

March 2013 

Statewide Completion

.
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What does it mean to 

be unprepared?



Low scores on 
standardized tests



Result: Placement in 
remedial classes
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Reduced 
chance of 
completion



Standardized tests are 

not good predictors of 

college success



High 
school 
grades 
are better 
in some 
cases



• Using COMPASS:

– In English, 60% of students who were 

placed in remedial courses earned A’s or B’s 

in that subject in high school 

– 35% of students placed in transfer-level 

English received C’s and D’s in high school … 

53% went on to fail that course

Long Beach City College



Fall 2012, Promise Pathways

966 new students were:

– Placed in transfer-level English & Math 

using multiple measures

• English: A or B in 12th Grade English 

• Math: More complicated

– Prescriptive, full-time course load

• Emphasis on early completion of foundational 

skills

Long Beach City College
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Students were 4 times more likely to 

be placed in transfer level English 

.



Students were 3 times more likely to 

be placed in transfer level Math

.
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LA Times

.

“Officials estimate that the average student will 

save a semester and a half of remedial 

coursework. The system is expected to 

especially benefit black and Latino students, 

who are disproportionately assigned to remedial 

classes, said Long Beach City College President 

Eloy Oakley.” 



Grossmont-Cuyamaca

.

• 95% of students with high grades in 12th grade 

English were placed into remedial English

• When students with A or B were placed 

directly into transfer-level English, 86% were 

successful on their first try



16

STEPS
(Student Transcript Enhanced Placement Study)

High school GPAs

Initial level in 
college & 
successful 
completion



STEPS Laney (ENGLISH)

234%

Each 1 point 
increase in GPA

More likely to 
complete college 
English course

79%

Students enrolled in 
grade level English

More likely to start 
at a higher level in 

college



STEPS Laney (MATH)

90%

Each 1 point 
increase HS math 
grade

More likely to 
complete college 
Math course

Highest level of 
math completed 

in HS

Strong predictor of 
initial level in 

college



A project for Peralta



Pilot program

A or B in 
Senior Math 
or English

Can take 
transfer-level 

course

Other grades
Standard 
Assessment



Team Effort
Faculty, Counselors, Staff, 

Administrators, OUSD


