
 

 

PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT                                                                     
Board of Trustees Agenda Report 
For the Trustee Meeting Date of September 10, 2013 

 
ITEM TITLE:  
Consider an Extension to the Existing Agreement for Tyco/SimplexGrinnell to Provide District-Wide Fire 
System Testing, Inspection, Repair and Maintenance on a Month-to-Month Basis 
 
SPECIFIC BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:   
Approval is requested to extend an existing agreement with Tyco/Simplex Grinnell to provide District-
wide fire system testing, inspection, repair and maintenance on a month-to-month basis, starting from 
July 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013, in the amount not-to-exceed of $76,000.00.   
 
ITEM SUMMARY:   
In compliance with Education Code Section 81644 and the District’s Administrative Procedures 6340, the 
District may only continue contracts for services for a maximum of five (5) years.   The vendor’s existing 
agreement ended June 30, 2013.   
 
This request is critical because SimplexGrinnell’s services is needed to minimize hazards to life and 
property.  Also, the services of fire devices testing and maintenance will ensure public health and safety, 
and conform to California State Fire Marshal’s fire and life safety codes.  As required by California Public 
Contract Code Sections 20651-20660 and Board Policy 6330, the District will solicit for a new Request for 
Proposal (RFP) to procure this service.  As an authorized agent, SimplexGrinnell has provided proprietary 
services to the District for the past five (5) years; they will bill on monthly basis for their services. 
 
The District will solicit a Request for Proposal (RFP) with an objective to establish a new agreement with 
a selected company to provide fire system testing, inspection, repair and maintenance services.  Services 
with SimplexGrinnell will end when a new bid is approved and awarded by the Chancellor and the 
governing Board of Trustees.  A 30 day notice will be given to the current vendor, once a new contract is 
established.     
 
SimplexGrinnell is an authorized service agent that has been providing proprietary equipment, fire system 
testing, inspection, repair and maintenance to all District facilities. The District’s fire alert system is 
manufactured by SimplexGrinnell.  This system has been installed in all District buildings for over twenty 
years.  The firm also performed system testing, inspections, maintenance and upgrades.  
SimplexGrinnell’s equipment is now the District’s standard.  Due to the proprietary nature of the fire 
system, only SimplexGrinnell or licensee has been able to perform maintenance and repair services 
throughout the District these past five (5) fiscal years.  The firm is a California corporation located in 
Livermore, California; the business is managed by Willard McCune and their sales representative is Eric 
Brent.   
 
SimplexGrinnell will bill on a monthly basis for their services for District Administrative Complex, College 
of Alameda, Laney College, Merritt College and Berkeley City College for the period from July 1, 2013 to 
December 31, 2013.  The billing rate indicated below has increased by 1.34 percent (1.34%) from the 
previous rate.   
 



 

 

Services (Location) / Month Monthly Fee 
 July 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013 
Testing and Inspection (District) $423.00 
Testing and Inspection (COA) $1870.00 
Testing and Inspection (Laney) $3234.00 
Testing and Inspection (BCC) $795.00 
Testing and Inspection (Merritt) $1826.00 
  
Total Testing and Inspection $8,148.00 
Maintenance and Repair (D-W) $4500.00 

TOTAL: $12,648.00 
Services for 6 Months 

Total Services from July 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013 $75,888.00 
 
The company has provided quality fire system testing, inspection, repair and maintenance at all college 
campuses for years and quality work will continue through this contract.  Board approval is necessary 
because their previous service contract expired on June 30, 2013 and vendor’s billing to date will be 
$76,000 on all contracts, which exceeds the annual $25,000 service threshold for General Fund 
expenditures. 
 
In summary, SimplexGrinnell is an authorized agent, has been providing proprietary services to District 
for the last five (5) years.  All Board approved contracts are subject to final negotiation and execution by 
the Chancellor.  The Chancellor recommends approval 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS (AND FISCAL/BUDGETARY IMPACT):  
General Fund  
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:   
Testing and Inspection of the Fire System for College of Alameda, Laney College, Berkeley City College 
and Merritt College was formally bid and awarded to SimplexGrinnell at the June 24, 2008 Board meeting 
for a period of three (3) years, for a total of $439,147.96, or $93,049.32 per year.  The Board of Trustees 
approved the company’s current Agreement on June 14, 2011, in an amount not-to-exceed $299,104.00 
for a two-year period.  Under the original Agreement with the District, the firm provided district-wide fire 
system testing, inspection, repair and maintenance for a two-year period beginning July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2013.  For the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2013, as allowed by the Education Code 
Section 17596, the District continued their contracts for service under the same pricing for a maximum of 
five (5) years, which ended on June 30, 2013. The expenditure for testing and inspection was 
$191,104.00 and the cost for maintenance and repair was $108,000.00, totaling $299,104. 
 
Tyco/SimplexGrinnell, as a proprietary service provider, had an original agreement with the District for a 
period of five (5) years.  To continue to provide fire and life safety to the public, the firm provided a 
proposal to extend the original Agreement on a month-to-month basis for the service period of July 1, 
2013 to December 31, 2013.   
 
 
DELIVERABLES AND SCOPE OF WORK:   



 

 

Tyco/SimplexGrinnell shall maintain fire and life safety services on all college campuses listed above, 
including the District Administrative Complex.  It should be noted that Tyco/SimplexGrinnell currently 
provides proprietary District-wide fire system testing, inspection, repair and maintenance services. 
 
ANTICIPATED COMPLETION DATE:  
Tyco/SimplexGrinnell will provide District-wide fire system testing, inspection, repair and maintenance 
for a period of six (6) months, starting July 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013. 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS:   
There are no reasonable alternatives for this contracted period. 
 
EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
Approval is recommended to extend the services of SimplexGrinnell for District-Wide Fire System 
Testing, Inspection, Repair and Maintenance for a period of six (6) months at a cost of $103,812 
($17,302/month). 
 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS IMPACTED BY THIS ACTION (E.G. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY):      

   YES                __                    NO               X                     

 
COMMENTS:   
If the existing Agreement is not extended, then public health and safety are at risk and the District 
takes a chance on violating California State Fire Marshal’s fire and life safety codes. 
 
WHO WILL BE PRESENTING THIS ITEM AT THE BOARD MEETING?  Vice Chancellor Ikharo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

(*****Board contract approval is subject to negotiation and execution by the Chancellor.)  
DOCUMENT PREPARED BY: 
Prepared by: Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo                                    

 Vice Chancellor of General Services 
 
 
DOCUMENT PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY: 
 
Presented and approved by:  Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo                                                                   
              Vice Chancellor of General Services 
 

 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT REVIEW 
 
       X       Finance review required _     ___ Finance review not required 
 
If Finance review is required, determination is:    X       Approved           Not Approved 
 
If not approved, please give reason:             
 
              
 

Signature:   Ronald Gerhard      
Ron Gerhard, Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration 
 

 
GENERAL COUNSEL   (Legality and Format/adherence to Education Codes): 
 

     X         Legal review required                   Legal review not required 
 
If Legal review is required, determination is:     X       Approved           Not Approved 
 

Signature:   Thuy Thi Nguyen           
          Thuy Thi Nguyen, General Counsel 
 
 
CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE APPROVAL 
 
   _X       Approved, and Place on Agenda                                                            Not Approved, but Place on 
Agenda  
      

Signature: José M. Ortiz                              
 Dr. José M. Ortiz, Chancellor 


















































