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Prior to July 2012 Pell Grants were available to 

students without high school diplomas or GED 

if could demonstrate an Ability to Benefit.  

Peralta had model ATB program, the Maximum 

Achievement Project (MAP). 

In the FY2012 Omnibus Appropriations Act, 

Congress eliminated ATB in cost saving move. 

Ability to Benefit  
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Peralta took leading role in effort to restore ATB 

o Questions by Representative Barbara Lee to Secretary of Education in 

FY2013 Education Appropriations hearing 

o Meeting with Representative Lee in February 2014 with the Chancellor 

and several Trustees  

o Subsequent phone call to Education Secretary Duncan  

o Meetings with Office of Senator Patty Murray (February 2014)  

o Meeting with Mark Mitsui – Deputy Assistant Secretary of Education for 

Community Colleges  

o October meetings with California Senators and Representative Lee 

o Success – ATB restored for students in career pathway programs, 

December 2014 

 

Ability to Benefit 
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Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College 

and Career Training Initiative (TAACCCT) 

o $2 billion in Stimulus bill ($500 million for 4 years) 

o Discussion with Office of Representative Lee (2011) 

o Conference Call with biotech advisors  

o Grant application submitted  

o Support by Congressional delegation 

o September 2012 – award for $14,990,417 

 

TAACCCT Grant 
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 August 2013 – Recommendations submitted to House Education and the 
Workforce Committee on Higher Education Act:  

o work study formulas reformed 
o need for more wrap around services 
o funding for infrastructure 
o preserve tax exempt funding 
o ATB eligibility  

 
 February 11, 2013 – Letter to Chancellor Harris on need to change work 

study formulas   

 September 19, 2012 – Meeting with Undersecretary of Education Martha 
Kanter  

 September 25, 2014 – Meeting with Accreditation Group of Department at 
Education to understand the Department's role in accreditation process.  

 October 13, 2014 – Meeting with GI Bill Outreach Development Team 
Leader at the Department of Veterans Affairs  

 

Other Leadership Activities 
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  Trustee meetings with: 

o Office of Senator Harkin  
o Office of Senator Boxer 
o Office of Senator Feinstein 
o Office of Senator Alexander 
o Office of Senator Murray  
o Office of Representative Lee 
o Office of Representative Stark 
o Office of Representative Miller 
o Office of Representative Foxx 
o Office of Representative Klein 
o Office of Representative Swalwell  

 
 Messages:  

o maximize flexibility  

o more resources for institutional support 

o reform work study formula  

 

Higher Education 

Reauthorization 
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 Reauthorization of Higher Education Act 

o reform specific programs or block grants 
o cut back regulations vs. protections 
o gainful employment 
o accreditation reform 
o reducing costs 
o encourage innovation 

 
 Regulations 

o gainful employment 
o violence against women 
o President's proposed scorecard 

 
 President's Initiative on Community Colleges 

“He knows there's not a chance in the world that this would pass.” – 
Chairman Kline 
 

 Career Pathways  

 

Higher Education Issues - 2015 




