
PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT                                                                     
Board of Trustees Agenda Report 
For the Trustee Meeting Date of June 9, 2015 

 
ITEM TITLE: 
Consider Approval to Ratify into an Emergency Service Agreement with Taylor Engineering LLC to 
Provide Engineering Analysis and Recommendations for the Laney Kitchen Ventilation Improvement 
Project.   
 
SPECIFIC BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:   
Approval is requested to ratify an Emergency Service Agreement with Taylor Engineering LLC to provide 
engineering analysis and recommendations for the Laney Kitchen Ventilation Improvement Project, in the 
amount not-to-exceed $30,000.   
 
ITEM SUMMARY:   
The California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (CAL/OSHA) investigated the Laney 
kitchen ventilation in response to several complaints.  CAL/OSHA informed the District of potentially 
hazardous conditions to the safety and health of employees during the inspection.  CAL/OSHA almost 
shut down the kitchen during the inspections.  In response, the administration took immediate action to 
mitigate these conditions.  CALOSHA’s Description of Potential Hazard included: 
 

 In the cafeteria kitchen of the Student Center, an overhead automatic sprinkler head near 
the deep fryer may need to be relocated.  Reference:  Title 8 CCR 3202 (a)(6); 

 In the cafeteria kitchen of the Student Center, the exhaust systems/exhaust hoods for 
cooking operations may not be designed, constructed, and/or maintained and operated to 
control as much as possible exposure to airborne contaminants generated from the 
charbroiler and other cooking equipment.  Reference:  Title 8 CCR 5143 (a)(1). 

 
The Chancellor recommends approval. 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDS (AND FISCAL/BUDGETARY IMPACT): 
Scheduled Maintenance Funds 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 
CAL/OSHA issued a formal statement of concern to which the District is required to respond.  An 
immediate shutdown of the kitchen was averted through negotiation, including a commitment to obtain 
mechanical engineering services through emergency procurement procedures.   
 
Public Contract Code, Section 20654 allows for emergency work to proceed without advertising or inviting 
bids “when any repairs, alterations, work, or improvement is necessary to any facility of the college, or to 
permit the continuance of existing college classes, or to avoid danger to life or property...”.  To improve 
the likelihood of a successful response, an informal request for proposal was sent to three recommended 
firms to inquire about capabilities, availability, and cost:  Mechanical Design Studio, WHM Inc., and Taylor 
Engineering LLC.  Only Taylor Engineering LLC was immediately available to provide this emergency 



service.  DGS negotiated a scope of work to be completed promptly for the cost not-to-exceed $30,000. 
The Chancellor has approved a staff recommended action authorizing work on an emergency basis. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Taylor Engineering, LLC was founded by Steve Taylor, P.E., and is located in the City of Alameda.  The 
firm has six principals and fifteen staff.  In addition to Taylor Engineering personnel, the Taylor team 
includes an HVAC testing and balancing company (RSA, in El Dorado Hills) and a kitchen ventilation 
specialist (Fisher Nickel, in San Ramon).  The administration recommends that the contract be awarded 
to improve the safety of students and staff, to preserve instruction and food service at Laney. The 
administration used the information in the report to solicit contractors to implement the recommendations. 
 
DELIVERABLES AND SCOPE OF WORK: 
Taylor Engineering will provide a report to document their analysis of the ventilation system at the Laney 
Kitchen, including existing conditions, code compliance, actual performance, and recommendations for 
improvement.   
 
ANTICIPATED COMPLETION DATE: 
The anticipated completion date is May 2015. 
 
ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS: 
Allow the Laney Kitchen to be closed down until engineering analysis and recommendations can be 
performed.  Closing the kitchen will have an immediate and substantial negative impact on culinary 
arts instruction and food service at Laney. 
 
EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
To meet the project deadline, approval is recommended to accept the proposal from Taylor 
Engineering to provide analysis and recommendations for improvements of the Laney Kitchen 
ventilation. 
 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS IMPACTED BY THIS ACTION (E.G. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY):      

   YES                __                    NO             X                       
COMMENTS: 
None 
WHO WILL BE PRESENTING THIS ITEM AT THE BOARD MEETING?  (VICE CHANCELLOR IKHARO)

ENGINEERING FIRM LOCATION TOTAL 
PROPOSAL 

Taylor Engineering, LLC Alameda, CA NTE $30,000 



(*****Board contract approval is subject to negotiation and execution by the Chancellor.) 
DOCUMENT PREPARED BY: 
Prepared by: Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo    Date:    June 1, 2015  

             Vice Chancellor of General Services 
 
DOCUMENT PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY: 
 
Presented and approved by:   Dr. Sadiq B. Ikharo  Date:   June 1, 2015                 
    Vice Chancellor of General Services 

 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT REVIEW 
 
              Finance review required _     ___ Finance review not required 
 
If Finance review is required, determination is:          Approved           Not Approved 
 
If not approved, please give reason:             
 
              
 
Signature:                  _______                       
 Susan Rinne, Interim Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration  
 

 
GENERAL COUNSEL   (Legality and Format/adherence to Education Codes): 
 

              Legal review required                   Legal review not required 
 
If Legal review is required, determination is:           Approved           Not Approved 
 
Signature:     
          Thuy Thi Nguyen, General Counsel 
 
 
CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE APPROVAL 
 
    X      Approved, and Place on Agenda                                                            Not Approved, but Place on 
Agenda       
Signature:   José M. Ortiz                 _______         
 Dr. José M. Ortiz, Chancellor 

 
 

 
 



























 

Taylor Engineering 

1080 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 501  Alameda, CA 94501-1142  (510) 749-9135  Fax (510) 749-9136 
 LLC 

 

 

 

March 10, 2015 

Sharon Millman 

333 East 8th Street 

Oakland, CA 94606 

 

Subject: Laney College Kitchen Ventilation Issues – Revised Proposal 

Dear Sharon: 

We are pleased to present this revised proposal to provide analytical engineering services to 

improve ventilation rates for an existing backshelf ventilator system in a kitchen at Laney 

College. 

Scope of Services 

1. Determine hood exhaust and room makeup airflows required to meet code. 

2. Perform field investigation to determine causes of system deficiency and conversations 

with site personnel. 

3. Perform airflow readings at hoods, exhaust fans, and makeup air systems to quantify 

existing system performance. 

4. Determine revised hood exhaust and room makeup airflows to provide a functional space. 

5. Recommend corrective action(s) based on field investigation results. 

Personnel 

Reviews are proposed to be performed by: 

 HVAC and BAS/Project Manager: Glenn Friedman, PE, Principal, Taylor Engineering 

 HVAC and BAS: Lance Brown, PE, Senior Engineer, Taylor Engineering 

 Kitchen Ventilation Expert: Don Fisher, Fisher-Nickel, Inc. 

 TAB Contractor: Mario Turpin, RS Analysis, Inc. 

Exclusions 

1. Preparation of As-Built Documents:  This project does not intend to produce new as-

builts. 

2. Testing of life safety systems. 
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3. Load and Energy Calculations:  Capacity requirements will be based on typical rules of 

thumb and operational experience of MEP systems by engineering staff.  Calculations 

related to hood and equipment airflow requirements are included. 

4. Design services including preparation of drawings and specifications of recommended 

MEP system upgrades. 

5. LEED, PG&E Rebate, and EnergyStar related calculations and documentation. 

6. Cost Estimates 

7. Paper Reproductions of Reports:  We include an electronic (pdf) version of our report 

only. 

8. Design and observation of testing of corrections. 

Fees 

We propose the following time and material not-to-exceed budget amounts for this project: 

Task Description Budget 
Completion 

(Weeks) 

1. Determine Hood Exhaust and Room Makeup Airflows   

a. Deliverable: Memo summarizing calculated airflows $5,000 2 from notice to proceed 

Total for Calculated Airflows $5,000  

2. Perform Field Investigation   

b. Day 1: Investigate existing systems to determine functionality $5,000 2 from notice to proceed 

Total for Field Investigation $5,000  

3. Perform Airflow Readings   

c. Day 1: Work with TAB contractor to take required 

measurements of the existing systems. 
$7,500 2 from Task 2 acceptance 

Total for Airflow Testing $7,500  

4. Recommendations   

d. Deliverable: Produce memo summarizing recommended actions $10,000 3 from Task 3 acceptance 

e. Deliverable: Present recommendations to Owner (one 2-hour 

meeting is budgeted) 
$2,500 3 from Task 3 acceptance 

a. Total for Recommendations $12,500  

TOTAL OF ALL ITEMS $30,000  

 

Our hourly rates are as follows: 

Position 

2015 

Hourly 

Rates 

Principal $225 
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Position 

2015 

Hourly 

Rates 

Associate $205 

Senior Designer/Engineer $185 

Designer/Engineer $165 

CAD Technician $135 

Rates may be reviewed and adjusted at the beginning of each calendar year. 

Contractors’ and sub-consultants’ time will be billed at their current rates without markup. 

We hope this scope of work meets your expectations. If anything we have described is unclear or 

more/less than you desire, please call us so we can discuss how to modify this proposal 

accordingly. 

Thank you again for this opportunity.  We very much look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Taylor Engineering LLC 

 

Glenn Friedman, PE 

Principal 




