
Kevin Powell Confirmed as Laney Graduation Speaker
After a week of on-campus appearances for Laney’s Equity Week we are excited to announce 
that Kevin Powell will also be this year’s commencement speaker. His understanding of 
what our students experience and his empowering outlook based on his own life are sure to 
make him an inspiring keynote as our graduates celebrate what they have accomplished at 
Laney and look towards their next goals. Powell’s appearances on campus included several 
assemblies where he gave powerful accounts and lessons learned from his childhood, 
many of which are also shared in his twelfth book The Education of Kevin Powell: A Boy’s 
Journey into Manhood. 

Student Art Exhibition
Oakland Ambiguity, an art exhibition 
featuring the work of Laney Art 
Department students, opened on 
April 26th, with a reception held on 
May 6th. The exhibition highlights 
various media, including ceramics, 
printmaking, figure sculpture, 
painting, drawing, and carpentry. The reception was held in coordination with Oakland’s “First Friday” art walk and the 
Oakland Museum’s Friday Nights @ OMCA. Oakland Ambiguity will run through May 20 in the June Steingart Gallery on 
the ground floor of the Tower building. 

Laney Campus Clean Up
The annual Laney Campus Cleanup was held on April 30th. The event was well attended and it was 
great to see members of the Laney community come together to show pride in our institution by 
helping to clean it up. Among those who came out to work were Chancellor Laguerre and his wife and 
family, Chief of Staff Yashica Crawford and her two all-star kids, President Patricia Stanley, Director of 
Business and Operations Phyllis Carter, VP of Instruction Lilia Celhay, Dean Phoumy Sayavong, VP 
of Institutional Effectiveness Marilyn Whalen, and champion weed puller, Pamela Wallace, Director 
of the Laney College BEST Center. Amy Marshall, who valiantly coordinated the campus cleanup 
effort, was joined by Brandi Howard representing the Classified Senate.

Vice Chancellor of Facilities Ikharo and Bruce Shapiro, 
Director of Maintenance and Operations, were able to wash 
all of the exterior windows in the quad. Vina Cera covered 
a lot of ground, along with Helen Curry and the “Cosmo 
Crew”.  Many thanks to Pinar Alscher  and Amy Bohorquez 
for encouraging a student body contingency and Matthew 
Jones, Office of International Education for organizing a 
team of helpers from the iFISH club. The City of Oakland 
donated tools and supplies, which were delivered by our 
maintenance team, Will Highsmith and Carlos Wilborn.  Many thanks to Scott Strong and Alfred Brown who prepared the 
box lunches despite being very short of staff. Everyone did an amazing job! A few of the tasks completed include garbage 
being picked up from all around campus and perimeter, exterior graffiti removal, a number of exterior doors were painted, 
and several planter areas were cleaned up.
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Student Writing Published in SF Chronicle 
Laney student (and soon to be graduate) Bruce Pelletier shared his thoughts on SF Supervisor David Campos’ “safe injection” 
proposal, and the inspiring story of his own journey to sobriety and rehabilitation in the San Francisco Chronicle (5/2). We 
are proud to be a part of Bruce’s success story. 

Laney Baseball- Bay Valley Champions
After 9 straight wins the Laney College baseball team defeated Los Medanos College 4-2  
on 4/28 in Pittsburg to win the Bay Valley Conference championship for the first time 
since 2012! They will now refocus for the playoffs. We are extremely proud of our guys and 
wish them luck in the playoffs- GO EAGLES!

Equity Week
To shift our campus towards an ethic of student success 
for all, Kevin Powell appeared at as part of the Equity 
Speaker Series, which was designed to engage the Laney 
community around issues of educational equity as well 

as to engage and empower students. During Equity Week, April 25-28, Powell also led sessions with about 160 Oakland 
high school students, encouraging them to write their life mission statements and visualize themselves attending college. 
Along with  Laney High School Transition Specialist and counselor, Mark Yamamoto, high school students toured the Laney 
campus tours with student ambassadors, heard presentations from Laney faculty and students, and received information 
about Laney programs and services. The Equity Committee is designing a stimulating end-of-semester Equity Summit to 
further engage our campus in discussions of how to support student success, build trust with our students, collaborate to 
solve common problems, and close achievement gaps. 

Peralta EcoFest
The 9th annual Peralta EcoFest 
Sustainability Festival was held 
at Laney on April 21st and 
brought together a wide range 
of individuals, organizations, 
companies, and initiatives in the 
name of sustainability. It was a 
beautiful day filled with fantastic foods, dancing, live music, performances, labs, booths and so much more! Departmental 
faculty, staff, students, community and businesses were represented in the wide range of vendors. Easily one of the largest 
public events of the year, the event culminated, as it has in years past, with a fashion show featuring designs created from 
recycled materials.

Laney Wellness Faire
The Laney Wellness Fair was also held on April 21 and provided 
attendees with resources and encouragement on living healthy and 
taking good care of ourselves and each other. The event was well 
attended and added to the vibrant energy on campus, with the 
EcoFest happening at the same time. Hosted by the Peralta Wellness 
Center and organized by Meghan Moriarty and Veronica Crawford, 
the Wellness Faire featured vendors including the Alameda County 
Food Bank, Alameda County Health Services, La Clinica de la Raza, 
Planned Parenthood, Barefoot Yoga, Women Organized to Respond 

to Life Threatening Diseases and many more.



Mark Rauzon Book Signing
The Laney College Library and the Division of Math and Sciences proudly 
celebrated one of the most extraordinary and well-regarded members of our 
campus community, Geography Professor Mark Rauzon. Instructor Rauzon’s 
December 2015 release of his book, Isles of Amnesia, The History, Geography, and 
Restoration of America’s Forgotten Pacific Islands, has been met with excitement 
and acclaim. On April 25th, he held a book signing event at the Laney Library to 
talk about the book and his travels, which he completed on his sabbatical.

ASLC at the SSCCC General Assembly 
A huge congratulations to our Associated Students of Laney College 
(ASLC) is deserved who attended the 2016 Student Senate for California 
Community Colleges (SSCCC) General Assembly, April 28-May 1, 2016 
in Ontario, California. Student Activities and Campus Life Director 
Kevin Wade was highly impressed to see everyone eager to attend ALL 
the sessions and vote on more than 25 resolutions while managing their 
academic priorities. The students were able to network and engage 
with other community college peers from across the state.  In addition, 
students had the opportunity to listen to and meet keynote speakers, 
Treasurer John Chiang and District 61 Assemblymember, Jose Medina. 

This year, the Office of Student Activities and Campus Life required ASLC Officers to develop a presentation based on their 
experience at the SSCCC General Assembly, which will be shared in a campus-wide, public forum.  

Faculty Appreciation Day
On a sunny Oakland day by the estuary Laney 
gathered to pay tribute to its outstanding faculty. 
The annual event provides a time to show our 
collective appreciation for all of our faculty’s 
service to the students and the college, along with 
special recognition to faculty who have achieved 
milestones, become tenured, or who have made the 
decision to retire.   

Phi Theta Kappa Induction 
This year’s Phi Theta Kappa induction ceremony was beautiful 
and inspiring. Nine students were inducted and gave moving 
accounts of the paths that led them on their respective 
educational quests. The students’ desire and drive to learn was 
apparent and felt throughout the room. It was very clear to all 
that their victories would impact a great number of people beside 

themselves, including children, family members and the communities they come from. The event ended with a lighting of 
candles and passing of the light, a PTK tradition.

Laney Dance Department
Laney’s Dance faculty and students worked extremely hard all semester to put on this 
expansive and ambitious show, which featured excerpts from “Ain’t No Turning Back” by 
the Harriet Tubman Collective (a world premiere). 



Asian/Asian American Online Film Festival
The 18th Asian/Asian American Studies Online Film Festival began on May 2nd. Over 
300 students and their friends in AAAS courses (ASAME 45A, ASAME 30 and ASAME 
49) learn basic camera work, using smartphones, GoPros, iPads and other digital media.  
They work collaboratively in teams for five weeks inside and outside of the classroom.  
The first step is to create an original story board and find a suitable location in nearby 
Oakland Chinatown.  AAAS students produce a 60-seconds media clip on iMovie, Movie 
Maker or Final Cut Pro in the F170 lab. The students’ finished works can be found on 
YouTube- www.youtube.com/user/aaaslaneycollege/playlists.

Laney Classified Senate 
The Laney Classified Senate held elections during the spring 2016 semester and elected 
the following officers: Brandi Howard, President; Christy Blue, Vice President; Eric 
Smith, Treasurer; Michael Wright, Parliamentarian; and Jean Carey, Publicist. Elected 
senators include Laura Ramos, Terrence Fisher, Carrrie Ward Kelly, and Pauline Pang-
Sangara (transferred to Merritt College).

The focus and overall goals for fiscal year 2015-16 are empowerment, healthy living 
(professionally and socially) and making a positive impact on student success rates 
at Laney College.  We will achieve these goals by demonstrating a healthy mindset, 

increasing participation in shared governance, offering customer service that exceeds expectations and cross training to 
avoid gaps in service where there are vacancies. 

There are approximately two hundred and sixty six classified staff members (Local 
39 and SEIU 1021, which include full-time, part-time and hourly workers). Under 
the leadership of Jim Cave as acting Classified Senate President, the newly elected 
classified senate began working in fall of 2015 on re-organizing the Senate’s efforts 
and agreeing on goals for the remainder of fiscal year 2015-16.  The following goals 
were agreed upon: 1) Electing officers, 2) Collaborating with the unions (Local 39 
and SEIU 1021) and the Classified Senate to educate and clearly define the role 
of the Senate, the role of the union and how they come together to benefit the 
classified staff as a whole, 3) Obtaining permission/approval to host a Classified 
Senate Professional Development Day(s) once the spring 2016 semester ends 
(scheduled for June 1st and 2nd, 2016), 4) Scheduling classified appreciation event 
(scheduled for June 3rd, 2016).

Classified has developed a t-shirt reflecting a new Laney Classified logo, which are now in pre-order. The shirts will be worn 
during the classified professional development day(s) and during the Laney Classified staff group photo.

Ubaka Umoja Learning Community
As a member of the national Umoja consortium,  Laney 
College’s UBAKA-Umoja program, which employs a 
combined learning community and cohort model, strives 
to enhance the cultural and educational experiences of 
African American and other students by offering a culturally-
responsive approach to education. This approach involves explicitly 

acknowledging and celebrating the African American experience through campus programs, events, and 
curriculum. 



Flint Teach-In
On May 5th, the Associated Students of Laney College, Peralta Federation of 
Teachers, and Women’s Economic Agenda Project (WEAP)  conducted a Teach-In 
Series focused on the corporate strategy that brought toxic neglect to many Michigan 
cities, from Flint, to Detroit, to Benton Harbor. The series was intended to connect 
the Flint crisis to concerns facing Oakland and even Laney College. Highlighted, 
is the fact that of Flint’s 99,000 residents, 57% are Black, 40% are poor and 9,000 
children have lead poisoning. Retired auto worker, Claire McClinton, born and 
raised in Flint, spoke about fighting the denial of democracy and imposition of 

austerity that caused the poisoning of her city’s water supply.

Spring Job Fair (5/3)
The spring job fair was held o May 3rd and was extremely well 
attended by eager students and employers from around the Bay 
Area. The event featured one group of employers in the quad 
representing a broad range of industries including restaurant 
groups, large corporations, teclecommunications companies and 
nonprofits. Another group of employers, focused on the industrial 
manufacturing  sector, was stationed along the Machine Technology, 
Carpentry, Wood Technology corridor. The job fair was organized 
by Raya Zion and the Career Center. 

Blood Drive
The Wellness Center hosted a blood drive on May 3rd and encouraged everyone to become a blood 
donor. Every 3 seconds, someone needs a blood transfusion and each donation can save a life.

 
Transfer Achievement Celebration
Laney hosted a Transfer Achievement Celebration to honor students achievement of 
transferring to a university. The goal of the event was to meet and network with other 
transferring students and enjoy some light refreshments. Students who have been admitted 
to a 4-year university for fall 2016 were invited to register to receive a customized certificate!

Laney Faculty Senate Scholarship Winners
The Laney Faculty Senate scholarships were announced and we are extremely proud 
of this year’s winners, which include Carrie Rose, April Dawoud, Anh Nguyen and 
Jarrett Wright. Carrie Rose is a self-proclaimed “science nerd” who is working toward 
her dream of earning a bachelor’s degree in physics – four years after she lost the 
love of her life to heroin addiction. Once homeless herself, she now volunteers at a 
program to help homeless youth find housing. 

April Dawoud began as a student in Laney’s Gateway to College program in 2011 – 
after failing her sophomore year at Skyline High School. Since coming to Laney, April 
has never received less than a “B” grade and has maintained a G.P.A. of 4.0 for many 
semesters. April is a member of Phi Theta Kappa and already received her AA degree 
in science during the Spring of 2015. 

(continued)



Laney Faculty Senate Scholarship Winners (continued)
Anh was born in Quang Nam, central Vietnam – a town with a population of 500. When she arrived in the United States, 
Anh realized that she needed to improve her English skills in order to better support her daughter and realize her dreams. 
She is now pursuing an AA in business administration, which she will receive next semester and has a 4.0 G.P.A. 

In a past life, Jarrett Wright found success as a property developer -- and for a while, everything was awesome– until it wasn’t. 
Jarrett enrolled back in school after a 15-year absence and will graduate this summer with an AA degree in Humanities and 
a 3.8 GPA. Jarrett will be transferring to UC Berkeley for an undergraduate degree in Rhetoric, and has an ultimate goal of 
receiving an MBA. At Laney, Jarrett co-founded the Transfer Club and served as president of Phi Theta Kappa.

Machine Technology Scholarships
The Machine Technology Department has announced the award and distribution of 
$27,000 in scholarships to 37 Machine Technology and Industrial Maintenance students. 
This award brings the total to $70,000 in scholarships awarded over the last three years. 
The funds were donated by the Gene Haas Foundation, a Laney Machine Technology 
partner. Haas Automation, is a precision tool manufacturer. It’s products include a 
computer numerically controlled (CNC) routers and rotary tables, high tech tools 
utilized by our students and many industries. The training on this type of state-of-the-
art equipment that Laney students receive, prepares them to enter the highly competitive 
technology environment.

Victoria M. Redus Art Exhibition
The Peralta Colleges family lost a member, Victoria M. Redus, in October of 2015.  
Victoria was a valued member of Peralta for 34 years, serving as a math professor at 
both College of Alameda and Laney College, retiring from Laney in 2000. Victoria also 
contributed to Peralta beyond the scope of her position, playing an instrumental role in 
the vitality of Project Bridge and the Peralta Association of African American Affairs. 
She was also a mentor to students, faculty and staff members. 

Victoria was an avid art collector, and at her request, her estate has donated a 
collection of artworks to Laney College by the artist Milton 510 Bowens. Milton was 
student of Victoria’s and is a proud graduate of Laney College. Milton recounts a chance 

conversation with his math teacher when she asked him who had done a drawing in his possession.  When he explained 
that he had done it, Victoria directed him to consult with his art professor, David Bradford, because she wanted to buy it. 
Victoria would become his very first official collector and a crucial mentor and supporter of his career, along with Professor 
Bradford and his counselor, Danniett Howard. Victoria saw something in Milton, which instilled a motivation that helped 
propel his career. Milton’s work now graces 
the collections of Michael Jordan, Charles 
Barkley, Ambassador Andrew Young, Donna 
Brazile and LeBron James, just to highlight a 
few.

With this gift of the art to Laney, Victoria felt 
it was important to share the works of one of 
Laney’s distinguished graduates with students 
and the public for generations to come. The 
artwork can be viewed in the Tower building, 
8th floor.

Milton and Victoria in early 2015


